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SUB THEME ONE:  THE KINGDOM LIFE STYLES 
 

STUDY 1: 1ST JANUARY, 2023 (NAMING & CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST) 
 

TOPIC:  THE KINGDOM OF GOD  
 

TEXT:   LUKE 17:20-21; MARK 1:14, 15 

OBJECTIVES: By the end of this study, participants should be able to: 

1. Explain the meaning of "the kingdom of God;"   

2. Discuss the nature of the kingdom of God, especially, the two aspects of this Kingdom; 

3. Highlight the characteristics of the Kingdom of God. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Romans 14:17 "For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 

righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 
 

INTRODUCTION: The Kingdom of God was the core message of Jesus Christ during His 

earthly ministry.  Both in the Old and New Testaments, the term "Kingdom" is understood as 

dynamic in nature and refers primarily to the rule or reign of a King.  Hence the Kingdom of 

God means the rule or reign of God.  God reigns and rules over all things (Psalm 103:19). 

As believers, the Kingdom of God resides within us (Luke 17:21).  When Jesus taught that the 

Kingdom was within the believers in our text, His intent was to teach the believers the new 

spiritual realm in which we now live. While the Kingdom of God has been established on earth, 

it has not yet been made complete.  There is a future manifestation of the Kingdom at the end of 

the age that is yet to happen. 
 

STUDY GUIDE: 

1. In your own understanding, explain the meaning of the phrase “The Kingdom of God”. 

1b. What does Jesus mean when He says that the Kingdom of God is within you (Luke  

     17:21)? 

2. With the aid of the following scriptures, discuss the nature of the Kingdom of God.  

    Mark 1:15, Luke 17:21; Rom. 14:17, Lam. 5:19 
 

3. Highlight the following characteristics of the Kingdom of God as listed below:  

i. Love – John 13:35 

ii. Justice and righteousness – Psalm 89:14 

iii. Peace - Rom. 14:17 

iv. Joy – Rom. 14:17; Luke 10:17. 

v. Power – Luke 10:17; 1 Cor. 15:24. 
 

4. Who is the King in this Kingdom and what should be our regard and relationship to Him? 

 Col. 1:18; Psalm 95:6; Mal. 1:6. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

The Kingdom of God is not primarily one of space, territory or polities, as in a natural, earthly 

Kingdom, but a divine rule, reign and sovereign control.  The Kingdom of God is the realm 

where God reigns supreme and Jesus Christ is King.  In this Kingdom, God’s authority is 

recognized and His will is obeyed. 
 

STUDY 2   8TH JANUARY, 2023 (EPIPHANY 1) 
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SUB THEME:  KINGDOM LIFESTYLE 
 

TOPIC:   ENTRY INTO GOD'S KINGDOM  

TEXT:   JOHN 3:1-7 

OBJECTIVES: By the end of this study, participants should be able to: 

1. Explain what it means to enter the Kingdom of God 

2. Discuss the hindrances to entering the Kingdom of God 

3. State how to remain in the Kingdom of God. 
 

MEMORY VERSE:  Matt. 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the 

Kingdom of God, but he who does the will of my father in heaven”. 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

Both John the Baptist and Jesus preached repentance as a prerequisite to entering the Kingdom 

of God (Mark 1:15). In our text, Jesus tells Nicodemus that this Kingdom is open to the whole 

world (John 3:16) and not to Jews only. Jesus further states that Nicodemus would not be part 

of it unless he was born again (John 3:5).  Entrance into God’s Kingdom is personal; it's by 

faith and has nothing to do with works, one’s ethnicity or ancestry. Repentance and belief in 

Christ leads a person to a spiritual birth that guarantees entrance into the Kingdom of God. The 

Kingdom is relevant not merely because it is our future reward but also because it affects how 

we live and think in this age.  We prepare for the future kingdom by living in it now 

and following our King, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1a. In your own understanding, what is the meaning of "entry into the Kingdom of God"? 

1b. What is needed to enter the Kingdom of God? John 3:3, 16; Rom. 10:9, 10. 

2. Entry into God’s Kingdom is personal. What does this mean to you? 

2b. Discuss some hindrances to entering God’s Kingdom, Heb. 4:5-6; John 12:39,  

      40; Prov. 3:7; 1Cor. 6:9-10. 
 

3. Why is it important to seek to enter the Kingdom of God? Matt. 6:33; Heb. 4:9-10;  

    Psalm 16:11; I Peter 3:12. 
 

4. What will it take to remain in this Kingdom once entered? Psalm 24:3, 4; 

CONCLUSION: 

Living a "better life" does not guarantee entry into the Kingdom of God, but by being born 

again.  Abraham sought the Kingdom of God (Heb. 11:8-10). Christians, who are saved, should 

strive to remain in it by building their lives in accordance with God’s set standards. 

As we live in allegiance to Jesus Christ, we recognize God’s rule as a present reality in our own 

experience, and we continue to hope in faith for a future time when this Kingdom will be filled. 

STUDY 3:   15TH JANUARY, 2023 (EPIPHANY 2) 
 

TOPIC:    KINGDOM LIFESTYLE 
 

TEXT:     Matt. 5:1-16; Gal. 5:22-26. 
 

OBJECTIVE: This study shall, amongst others, help us to understand what is expected   
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        of us as people of the kingdom, discover what enhances or hinders our  

        exhibiting the Kingdom lifestyle. 
 

MEMORY VERSES: 1 John.3.10 - In this the children of God are manifest, and the children 

of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God… 
 

INTRODUCTION 

A "Kingdom" is the sphere or domain of the reign of a king. In our context, the King is God, 

and the people under His reign are believers, whether as individuals, community of believers or 

the universal body of Christ. "Lifestyle" is the typical way of life of an individual, group, 

or culture. Thus “kingdom lifestyle” is the typical way of life of the people of God (that is, 

believers), as individuals, community of believers (congregation) or universal body of Christ; 

the standard is as revealed in Scriptures. God's Kingdom spans both earth and heaven; however, 

the focus of lifestyle is on the Church militant since all those in heaven have been perfected. If 

you belong to GOD's Kingdom, then you must live by its standards completely and 

uncompromisingly. The Holy GOD must be worshiped by Holy People; this is possible (1 Peter 

2:9). 
 

 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

1. What is the Meaning and Implication of Kingdom lifestyle from these passages? Titus 2:1-

13; 1Tim. 6:10-12; Col. 3:18-4:1; Rom.12:9-12.  
 

2. Why must we give attention to growing the Kingdom lifestyle? 1 John 3:10; 2 Peter 1:5, 8-

10; Matt. 5:20 
 

3. Why did Jesus spend so much time and space (all of Matt. 5 - 7) to teach the beatitudes? 

John 8:32; Psalm 119:11, 105. What demands does it make of preachers today? 2 Tim. 

4:2-4; 1 Cor. 9:19-22. 
 
 

4. Discuss some factors that may enhance kingdom lifestyle (See. 2Cor 13:5; Matt. 7:21; Col. 

3:1-2; Rom. 12:1-2: John 15:4; Jude 20-21) or hinder kingdom lifestyle (See 1Cor. 15:33; 

1John 2:15-16). 
 

 

5. Compare the benefits of living a kingdom lifestyle and the dangers of not living a kingdom 

lifestyle.  
 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Kingdom lifestyle begins from the inside (our heart) and manifests outwardly (appearance, 

actions). It should be reflected in our motives, thoughts, speeches and actions. It is demanded in 

our relationships to God and man, both in private and public. We must rely on God's strength to 

deliberately and consistently live the Kingdom lifestyle wherever we find ourselves, be it at 

home, church, office, school, market, community, online and everywhere. 
 

STUDY 4:   22ND JANUARY, 2023 (EPIPHANY 111) 
 

SUB THEME:  KINGDOM LIFESTYLE 

TOPIC:    POOR IN SPIRIT 

TEXT:    MATT. 5:3 
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OBJECTIVE: This study is designed to help us explore the meaning and implications of the 

phrase ‘Poor in Spirit’. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Isa.66.2 - For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things 

have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a 

contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Poverty generally is a STATE of being in lack, need and want of the necessities of life. But 

"Poor in Spirit" is an “ATTITUDE OF THE MIND” that brings a man to the spiritual 

realization of his weakness and powerlessness in life and before God. Such a person is drawn to 

yield him/herself to Christ, submitting his personal will, intellect, riches or poverty, affluence 

and knowledge to GOD's dictates. Nothing else matters at that point but GOD's Word and 

instructions to life and godliness. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1.  What is your understanding of the expression "Poor in Spirit"?  
 

2. Explain "Poor in Spirit" in the light of the following 

i.Need for God - Ps. 42:1-2, 143:6-8 

ii.Humility - Phil. 2:3-8, 3:3,7-10 

iii. Acknowledging Providence Against Self-Pride -Ecl. 9:11; Rom. 9:16 

iv.Penitence As Against Self-Righteousness -Luke 18:9-14 

v.Yieldedness to GOD -Acts 9:6 
 

3. Discuss the implications of being "Poor in Spirit". Ps. 51:1-8 
 

4. Why must we be poor in Spirit? Isa. 66:2; Psalm 51:17; Mat. 5:3. 
 

CONCLUSION 

The "Poor in spirit" personally acknowledges his spiritual helplessness or emptiness as a virtue 

that seeks God earnestly, and consciously confesses his unworthiness before God.  It is and 

leads to a general confession of a man's need for God, a humble admission of impotence 

without Him. As we crave daily for God, may we experience His Lordship over our lives, and 

yield completely to Him. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STUDY 5:   29TH JANUARY, 2023 (EPIPHANY 1V) 
 

SUB THEME:  KINGDOM LIFESTYLE 

TOPIC:    THE BLESSEDNESS OF BEING POOR IN SPIRIT 

TEXT:    MATT. 5:3; LUKE 6:20 
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OBJECTIVE: This study will highlight the blessings of such a heart for God. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Matt.5.3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the  

         kingdom of heaven. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Poverty of the Spirit is the depravity of man apart from Christ, while “poor in spirit” is the 

craving for God from the depth of a man’s mind that needs to be satisfied. This attitude of the 

mind has always been rewarded by God. The greatness of such rewards shall be our interest in 

this study. It is exciting to see that the greatest of all such rewards is the ‘kingdom of God'. That 

means one will have God and all that is God’s as an inheritance. We must strive for this; that 

may be why it was spoken first by our Master Jesus Christ. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. According to Matt. 5:3; what is the reward for the "Poor in Spirit"? Luke 6:20 
 

2. Discuss the blessedness of this beautiful attitude, Matt. 5:3; Isa. 62:2; Prov. 29:23;  

 2Pet. 3:13 
 
 

3.  Explain the other blessings available for the "Poor in Spirit" Ps. 34:17-18; 147:3;  

 Isa. 41:17-20; 57:15; 1Pet. 5:6. 

4.  How then can we develop this Kingdom lifestyle? Rom. 12:1, 2; Col. 3:1, 2; Jer.  

          15:16. 2Tim. 2:15-16, Gal. 5:16. 

5.  How can we successfully war against the forces that militate against our growing  

          this attribute? Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:11-13. 
 

CONCLUSION 

To be poor in spirit is less of an emotion and more of recognition of reality – a clear 

understanding that we have nothing to offer God and a humility that naturally flows from that 

understanding. Such humility does not wallow in hopelessness, but rather runs to God, 

desperately calling out for His grace and mercy. God indeed does not despise such a heart 

(Psalm 51:17). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STUDY 6:   5TH FEBRUARY, 2023; (SEPTUAGESIMA) 

SUB THEME:  KINGDOM LIFESTYLE 
 

TOPIC:    BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN 

TEXT:   MATTHEW 5:4; Luke 6:21 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to: 
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 Explain the term "Mourning", "blessed are those who mourn" ; 

 Identify bases and dimensions of mourning; 

  Identify the Ideal Christian attitude during Mourning.  
 

INTRODUCTION 

The mourning Jesus desires is the kind that exhibits a softness of heart that is ready for change 

in a right direction, when a person knows that he/she has done wrong and is eagerly willing to 

turn unto holiness. It also includes Mourning for sinners yet to repent, and about assaults 

against the Kingdom.  
 

Godly mourning plays a positive role in producing the changes God desires, in order to produce 

His image in us. We need to pray with David, "Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me" (Psalm 51:10). A plea of this kind is one that God will not deny. If 

we are truly serious about overcoming sin and glorifying God, it is well worth the effort. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. What is the meaning of the statement "Blessed are those who mourn"?  

    Mathew 5:4; Luke 6:21; 2 Chronicles 7:14.  
 

b. Mention and discuss the two main types (bases) of Mourning/sorrowing; which of  

    them attracts the blessedness God promises? 2 Cor. 7:9-11 
 

2. What dimension of Mourning releases the blessings of God? Psalm 51:17; Job  

    42:6; Joel 2:13; Romans 12:9, 2 Samuel 12:13. 
 

3. What are the challenges to Godly mourning? Job 35:12; 2Timothy 3:1-7 
 

4. How can we truly mourn before God? Phil. 1:9-11; 2 Chron. 7:14; Deut. 26:14;         

    Joel 2:13, Prov. 3:5-6 
 

CONCLUSION 

The fall of a believer into sin should not be the end of his Christian race. It is not enough to 

acknowledge that you have sinned. God expects that your mourning for the Sin you committed 

should birth true repentance. This Mourning must be in humility and from a sincere heart. Make 

a deliberate decision today to return to God if you have fallen and God shall restore you to 

Himself. 

 

                   

 

STUDY 7:   12TH FEBRUARY, 2023 (SEXAGESIMA) 

SUB THEME:  KINGDOM LIFESTYLE 

TOPIC:    THE MEEK AND THEIR INHERITANCE 

TEXT:   1 Kings 21:25-29. 
 
 

STUDY OBJECTIVES:  

i. Enable us to explain meekness and inheritance 

ii. To teach us the importance of meekness as a Christian character. 

iii. To encourage the individual development of this attitude. 
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MEMORY VERSE: 

 Psalm 37:11 “But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the 

abundance of peace.”   
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

Inheritance (legal) refers to actual property or goods received after a family member's death. In 

this study, to inherit means to receive an irrevocable gift with an emphasis on the special 

relationship between the benefactor and the recipients. Unlike normal human legal inheritance, 

the benefactor, God, does not die, yet He provides material and spiritual blessings for His 

people. Jesus says that the meek are blessed because they shall inherit the earth (Matt.5:5).  
 

In the New Testament, two Greek words are used for meek; prautes, which connotes a total 

lack of self-pride, to the point of a lack of self-concern. The other one is praus, which is 

expressed as a decided strength of disciplined calmness. Meekness is a trait that is necessary in 

a Christian’s life. It is not just power under control, but power under God’s control. For a 

Christian, meekness is about surrendering everything to God and being completely at His 

disposal. This is the only way to have and enjoy the earth and its fullness from the Lord (Psalm 

24:1). In this study, we will substitute synonyms of meekness and use them interchangeably. 
 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 

1. Define "meekness" and "inheritance" in your own words. How does the Bible describe 

Moses and Jesus in the following texts? Num. 12:3, Matt. 11:28-29 

b. Study 1 Kings 21:25-29, then define meekness, discuss how it was demonstrated,     what 

caused it and what it attracted. 

2. From the following texts, how can we show meekness in lives as believers? James 1:21; 

Matt. 20:25-28, Proverbs 14:29; 15:1, Eph. 4:1-3; Col. 3:12-13.  

3. How does God reward the meek? What blessings or advantages follow meek people on 

earth? Isa.29:19, Matt. 5:5, Zeph.2:3, Psa. 149:4. 

4. How may we develop meekness? Rom. 12:1, 2; Gal. 2:20; 5:22-25 
 

CONCLUSION 

Meekness affects how we interact with both God and our fellow man. The meek quietly 

receives God’s Word and apply it in their lives, regardless of the cost. As a result of it, they 

obey God and willingly sacrifice to please Him. Meekness is a part of God’s kingdom lifestyle. 

To be meek is a quality that God admires and blesses. The earth and all its blessings will be 

inherited by the meek, those with a display of a quiet, thoughtful personality, because the earth 

and its people need those who are humble in heart and who care for the needs of others more 

than glorifying themselves.  

 

 

 

STUDY 8:   19TH FEBRUARY, 2023 (QUINQUAGESIMA) 

SUB THEME:  KINGDOM LIFE STYLE 
 

TOPIC:   RIGHTEOUSNESS INHERENT IN BELIEVERS 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/as-christ-came-to-serve/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/the-impulsive-exalts-folly/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/the-unity-of-the-spirit/
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TEXT:    PHIL. 1:2-11 
 

OBJECTIVES: This study aims at showing what righteousness is, its nature, source and  

             how it is a character we receive from God at new birth.  
 

MEMORY VERSE:  

Philippians 3:9 “And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the 

law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Righteousness is that quality of behaviour that is morally justifiable or right. It is behaviour that 

meets accepted standards of morality, justice, virtue, or uprightness; it describes conduct in 

relation to others, especially with regard to the rights of others in business, legal matters, and 

perfection in every attribute, attitude, behaviour, and word, beginning with God. However, note 

the two types of righteousness (Matt. 5:20; Isa. 64:6) and their difference (Rom. 3:22; Phil. 

3:9).  
 

Paul prays for the church at Philippi to be “filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God” (Phil.1:11). His basis is that “God made 

him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” 

(2 Cor.5:21). It is imputed on us by God through faith in Christ. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. What is “righteousness” and how may you differentiate the two major types? Rom. 3:22; 

Phil. 3:9; Isa. 64:6. What should Christians do? Matt. 5:20. 

2. Enumerate and discuss the traits/fruits of the righteous as shown in: Gal 5:22-23; Psa.1:1-

3; Psa. 15. 

3. Where does true righteousness come from and how can we have and manifest it? 

Phil.1:9-11; Phil.3:9; Rom.3:21-22; Gal.3:6. 

4. What is the purpose for this inherent righteous character in believers? Phil.1:11; 

Eph.2:10; Matt.5:16. 

5. To what extent are you displaying your inherent righteous character in the society? Cf. 

Isa. 62:1-3. 
 

CONCLUSION:  

Every born-again child of God has inherent attitudes that confirm the nature of the regenerate 

heart in him or her: honesty, kindness, meekness, goodness, love, etc. This is the righteous 

character produced by Jesus Christ who lives in us, through the working of the Holy Spirit. 
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STUDY 9:   26TH FEBRUARY, 2023 (LENT 1) 

SUB THEME:       KINGDOM LIFE STYLE 
 

TOPIC:    FORGIVENESS & MERCY: COMMAND NOT CHOICE 

TEXT:   Matt 6:14, 15, Luke 6:36,  
 

OBJECTIVE: The Church and society to realize the place of God’s mercy and forgiveness in 

our heavenly race; its usefulness to every soul who seeks God; know that forgiveness and mercy 

are imperatives and not optional. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Lamentations 3:22 It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not  

           consumed, because his compassions fail not. 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

Forgiveness is simply ‘an act of pardon’. It reminds us of one of the distinguishing attributes of 

God and what He expects of one redeemed person towards another. When asked what 

Christianity has to offer a modern technological society, Archbishop Michael Ramsey replied, 

‘The forgiveness of sins’. Forgiveness is the quality and attitude of looking beyond and away 

from an offence to the need for pardon by the offender. It is thus a subjugation of the flesh and 

taking on of divine enablement. Mercy, on its part, refers to compassion or forbearance shown 

to an offender or those in distress. Forgiveness and mercy are essential and imperative in our 

walk with God. Mercy instigates and leads to forgiveness. This study will help us to align and 

re-align ourselves if we must be obedient children of God. 
 

STUDY GUIDE:  

1. In your own words, what are the meanings of “forgiveness” and “mercy”? 
 

2. What are the benefits of forgiving one another? Mk 11:25, 26. 2 Cor. 2:7-11; James 5:15, 

16. 
 

3. To show mercy is a ‘command’ and not a choice, do you agree? Discuss. Matt 23:23; 

Luke 6:36; 10:37; Col 3:12.  

4. Why should Christians be merciful? Matt. 5:7; 6:14, 15; 10:8; Eph. 4:32 

5. HOW best can a Christian show mercy to a sinner? Rom. 11:13, 14; 1 Cor. 9:21-23 
 

CONCLUSION  

When people forgive, God forgives and when we show mercy, God’s mercy comes readily on 

us. Let no one think that forgiveness and mercy are optional. We must sow them in order to 

reap of them from God and from our fellow men (Eph. 4:32, Lk 6:36). Give what you expect to 

receive. Mercy and forgiveness are yours if you give them freely in Jesus' name. Amen. 
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STUDY 10:   5th MARCH, 2023 (LENT 11) 

SUB THEME:   KINGDOM LIFE STYLE 
 

TOPIC:     GOD’S MERCY ON MANKIND (Believers & unbelievers)  

TEXT:    HOSEA 2:19-23 

 

OBJECTIVES: To comprehend God’s mercies, understand how to receive it in abundance, 

and partner with God in extending it; know how it fashions the believer’s life and inspires hope, 

joy, peace and right walk with God, and draws sinners to Him.  
  
MEMORY VERSE: PSALMS 89:1, “I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever; with my 

mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations.” 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

 God’s mercy is described in the Bible as Great (Isa 54:7), Sure (Isa 55:3), Abundant (I Pet 1: 

3), Tender (Ps 25:6), and New every morning (Lam 3:22, 23). God’s mercy brings about 

regeneration, salvation and forgiveness (or withholding of punishment). God’s mercy signifies 

an irrevocable commitment to His promises to fashion His people to serve Him. In keeping 

with His covenant, He would love and protect His child. On the other hand, He is concerned 

about the sinners who are yet to receive His mercy. He makes efforts to draw them to Him. 

May God use this study to illuminate our hearts to understand the height of His mercies in 

Jesus' name. Amen.  

STUDY GUIDE: 

1. Read Psalms 103:8-14 and state the nature of God’s mercy in your own words. How does 

His mercy abound to believers and unbelievers alike?  
 

2. God’s mercy endures forever. Do you agree? Is it available to all mankind forever? See 

Heb. 8:12; Psa. 62:12; 103:17; Dan. 9:4; 1 Chron. 16:34; Neh. 1:5. 
 

3. Even believers cannot live without God’s mercy. Discuss from your experience how this 

plays out. Why? Lam. 3:22-24; Job 15:14-16. 
 

4. How can the Church assist the unbelieving person to come to terms with the 

understanding of God's mercies? 2 Tim. 4:2; Ezek. 2:3-6. Why? 1 Tim. 1:13, 16; Rom. 

5:8. 
 

CONCLUSION 

It is by God’s mercies that we live, move and have our being. By mercy, He sent His only 

begotten Son and offered Him as a sacrifice for our redemption. Let this knowledge of 

God humble us, inspire us and sustain us that we would remain completely offered to Him 

in worship. Let believers declare this priceless goodness of God in all the earth. Amen 

 

 

 

 

    

STUDY 11:   12TH MARCH, 2023 (LENT 111) 
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SUB THEME:   KINGDOM LIFE STYLE 
 

TOPIC:    BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART 
 

TEXT:     MATT. 5:8, Ps. 24:3-4, 15:1-3.  
 

Objectives: To understand the meaning of a pure heart, its essence, how to both get and 

maintain a pure heart.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: Heb. 10:22, ‘Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water." 
 

INTRODUCTION: The words of Barnes on our key text (Matt. 5:8) can serve well here. He 

says, “blessed are the pure in heart” refers to those “whose minds, motives, and principles are 

pure (not negative, free from all defilements), who seek not only to have the external actions 

correct, but who desire to be holy in heart, and are so.” The heart is the centre of spiritual 

activity and all the operations of human life. It is the “home of the personal life;” man is 

therefore designated according to his heart, which may be wise (1 Kings 3:12), pure (Psa.24:4), 

upright and righteous (Psa. 11:2), pious and good (Luke 8:15), etc. The heart is the seat of the 

conscience (Rom. 2:15). It determines the spiritual state of man. It is naturally wicked and more 

prone to the flesh. That is why salvation begins in the heart. Yet, even after salvation, it has to 

be worked upon continually to keep the regenerated person spiritually healthy. If the heart is 

pure, the whole body would be pure. If the heart is defiled, the body is also defiled.  
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. a. How would you describe the human heart in your own words? 

b. What do you understand by a pure heart?  
 

2. What is the state of the heart of a natural man like? Jer. 17:9, Eccl. 9:3, Matt. 13:15, 

Mark 7:21-22). What are some of the fruit of such a heart (Gal. 5:19-21)?  
 

3. What type of heart can enable a person to see the Lord? Matt. 5:8, Psalm 24:3, 4; Heb. 

12:14 
 

4. Is any heart hidden from God? Prov. 21:1-2, Jer. 17:10, I Sam. 16:7, Ps. 139:23. 
 

5. Why must Christians maintain purity of heart? Matt. 12:34, 35; 15:19; Prov. 4:23. How 

can we do so? Deut. 30:6; Ps.. 119:9. Do you agree that careless dressings, actions, coax 

jokes, cursing etc. by Christians proceed from filthy or lust-filled hearts (Matt.15:19)? 
 

CONCLUSION 

The heart conceals facts but not from God; He sees all the inmost parts of man. We deal with 

God who is holy, and has no tolerance for impurity and unholiness. All things are naked and 

bare unto Him. So, strive to keep your heart pure at all times.  
 
 

 
 

STUDY 12:   19TH MARCH, 2023 (LENT 1V) - MOTHERING SUNDAY 
 

SUB THEME:   KINGDOM LIFE STYLE 
 

TOPIC:    BLESSED ARE THE PEACE MAKERS 
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TEXT:    MATT. 5:9, ISAIAH 9:6 
 

OBJECTIVES  

1. To understand the meaning of peace-makers and making peace;  

2. To realize how believers can win battles by suing for peace  

3. To be challenged to make peace with men and among men.  
 

Memory Verse: Heb. 12:14 “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man 

shall see the Lord.” 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

“A peace-maker is a man who, being endowed with a generous public spirit, labours for the 

public good, and feels his own interest promoted in promoting that of others: therefore, instead 

of fanning the fire of strife, he uses his influence and wisdom to reconcile the contending 

parties, adjust their differences, and restore them to a state of unity.” A part of God’s Kingdom 

lifestyle is a life that sues for peace. Jesus is the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6) - He gives and 

promotes peace. Thus, His children are expected to be peace makers. There is no bonafide child 

of the kingdom that will not exhibit the kingdom lifestyle wherever he/she is. 
 

While Jesus Christ lived on earth, He demonstrated the kingdom He represented in His lifestyle 

and peaceful disposition even in the face of provocation. As many that are led by this spirit of 

the kingdom, are invariably children of God (Rom. 8:14). He has made Christians His 

ambassadors to reconcile (for peace) the world to Himself. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

1. What does it mean to be a peace-maker (with & among people)? Why is it necessary that 

we be peace-makers? Heb. 12:14, James 3:18; Eph. 2:15-18. 
 

2. How may we go about making peace successfully? Psa. 34:14; Rom. 12:15-21. How 

would you reconcile Luke 12:51 with Rom. 12:16-21?  
 

3. What are some challenges to peaceful coexistence and what solutions can you proffer to 

deal with them? James 4:1-5. 
 

4. How can having Christ in us help to conquer the challenges in question 3? Gal. 5:23-26. 
 

CONCLUSION  

“Christ in you the hope of glory” may also imply using His presence in you and all His 

resources available to you, to make peace with people as a Christian, and reconcile parties and 

people to each other. Above all, ensure that men make peace with God. This is because, every 

community requires peace to develop.  

 

 

SUB THEME TWO:   RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES  
 

STUDY 13:   26th MARCH, 2023 (LENT V) 

TOPIC:     THE CONCEPT OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP. 

TEXT:                       LUKE 6:40. 
 

OBJECTIVES:  By the end of this study, participants should be able to understand  
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(i)   What is Discipleship  

(ii)   Who is a disciple  

(iii) Objective and necessity of discipleship. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Mark 3:14. “And He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and 

that He might send them forth to preach.” (KJV) 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Discipleship is the act of reproducing or imparting the life of a teacher to a pupil, it is a 

systematic and cumulative way of making someone (a student, a pupil, a trainee, an apprentice, 

a raw material, a disciple) to be conformed or transformed into the image, the stature and the 

full personality of the master (in this case, the Lord Jesus Christ). Discipleship is like a ‘Ship’ 

bringing volunteer pupil across the Ocean of natural lifestyle, through the gulf of fallen nature 

into the new spiritual lifestyle. It is bringing an immature baby, to the stature of the fullness of 

Christ (a new creation in Christ with potentials of divine nature).  
 

A disciple is first all born again (Jn. 3:17; Ezek. 36:26, 27). Except a man is born anew by the 

Spirit, he lacks the potentials to become like Christ. If all the principles of discipleship are 

applied to a sinner, he cannot develop by training to become a saint. That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh and remains so and cannot enter the kingdom of God which to him is foolishness. 

To be born again is the only means to get on board discipleship. May this study inspire you to 

humble submission. Amen   
 

Study Guide 

1. From the following scriptures,  

(i) derive the meaning of discipleship from Luke 6:40; Matt. 4:19,20; 1Kings19:19, 20. 

(ii)  Explain the act of discipleship, Eph.4:13,14; Rom. 8:28,29; Heb. 2:10,11.  
 

2. Discipleship is a call to imitate and replicate Christ. Discuss this in line with the 

following scriptures. Jn.13: 14, 34; Matt.4:19; Phil.2:5; 1Pet.2:21; 1Jn.2:3-6. 

3.  Discover and discuss the objectives and necessities of discipleship from the following 

scriptures, Gen.12:13; Matt.4:19; 16:18; Rom.10:14-17; Luke14:25-27, 33. 
 

4. From the following, identify the marks of a disciple of Christ. Rom12:2, Acts18:24-28; 

2Tim2:2. 
 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

A disciple’s aim is to be like the master. To be like Jesus, you must of necessity have the 

nature of Christ via the seed of the gospel. Discipleship as a lifelong relationship, makes 

God’s children to conform to the image of Christ. This relationship demands that the 

disciple willingly yields his neck under the yoke of Christ. To become a man in Christ, 

you must board of the ‘ship’ called discipleship. Can you truly say that you are a disciple 

already? 
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STUDY 14:  2ND APRIL, 2023 (PALM SUNDAY) 
 

SUB THEME:  RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES  
 
 

TOPIC:    PERSONALITIES IN DISCIPLESHIP 
 
 

TEXT:    ACTS 9:10-22; 2 TIMOTHY 2: 1, 2.  
 
 

OBJECTIVE:  At the end of this study, participants should be able to discover the persons 

involved in discipleship, attitudes that facilitate discipling, and responsibilities of disciples.  
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MEMORY VERSE:  Luke 9: 23, 24. And He said to all, ‘if anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever would save his life 

will lose it.’  
 

INTRODUCTION 

In line with the topic of study, the first thing to note is that personalities in discipleship are 

individuals with distinct attributes and backgrounds. The command to disciple is intended to be 

by a person to person(s), in the interest of persons. Prior to this command or the Great 

Commission (Matt.28:18), Jesus, who gave the command, discipled a number of persons. 

Discipleship considers the nature of those Christ discipled, how that affected the work, and the 

nature of persons they worked on after Jesus had ascended into heaven. Any person who is 

discipled is under obligation to disciple another/ others. This is the centre-piece of this study. 

May God grant us insight and understanding in Jesus Christ name. Amen. 
 

STUDY GUIDE  

1a. Discover from Luke 9:57-62, the probable classes/groups of persons to be discipled.  
 

b. How many groups of persons are involved in an ideal discipleship chain? 2 Tim. 2:2.  
 

2. How did Jesus disciple the Twelve? Luke 9:1-5, 10-17, 23-36. What traits of His facilitated 

His success? 
 

3a. How did Apostle Paul disciple the Churches?  1 Cor. 11:1; 1Tim. 3:14; 4:12; Phil.4:9. 

  b. What traits of his come out for us to imitate? Acts 20:18; Rom.1:14; 2 Cor.11:28, 29. 
 

  c. Why can’t Christians perform like Jesus? Matt.17:14-21. 
 

4. From the above, what should be the Churches’ response to discipleship and what human 

factors can enhance success in discipleship? Matt. 28:18-20; 2 Tim. 2:2; John 13:35. 
 

CONCLUSION  

Discipleship is for the transformation of men who have been born again, into the image and 

likeness of Christ. Human nature limits/militates against discipleship efforts but in complete 

reliance on God’s infinite mercies and resources, we can achieve much if we do not give up out 

of frustration. 
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STUDY 15:  9TH APRIL, 2023 (EASTER SUNDAY) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES  
 
 

TOPIC:    THE MAKING OF A DISCIPLE – 1 
 
 

TEXTS:     LUKE 9: 1-20 
 
 

 

OBJECTIVE:  At the end of the study, participants should be able to understand the act of 

discipleship, challenges of discipleship and the usefulness of discipleship in Church and 

Communal unity. 
 

MEMORY VERSE:  Matt. 10:1. Then He arose from there and came to the region of Judea 

by the other side of the Jordan. And multitude gathered to Him again, and as He was 

accustomed, He taught them again. (KJV) 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Disciple making can be defined as entering into relationships to help people trust and follow 

Jesus and be committed to His mission (Matt. 28:18-20).  The process starts from conversion 

through maturity and multiplication. A disciple ideally, is someone who is devoted to a teacher. 

The relationship goes beyond that of a mere student or apprentice, with the master. They don’t 

just learn a trade or a subject, they learn their master. Christians are disciples and part of being a 

disciple of Jesus, is making disciples unto Him.  
 

This study is about helping us to rise up to both the process and challenges of being changed by 

Jesus, and be committed to the mission of Jesus (MATT. 4:19). 
 

STUDY GUIDE. 

1. What is disciple-making and how would you describe the process/act? Luke 9:1-6, 10-17, 23-

36. 
 

2. Discuss what discipleship entails and how it’s related to 

a. Prayer or entreaty- MATT. 9:38 

b. Meet or engage people-Luke10:1; Matt.10:5-7 

c. Make or equip – John17:14, 17; Matt.10:1. 

d. Gather and empower- Acts 1:8; Luke 9:1; Matt. 10:1. 

e. Multiply or expand- 2 Tim. 2:2. 
 

3. What are the Challenges to discipleship according to Luke 14:27; 9:23-36; 1 Tim. 6.20, 21; 

4:12?  
 

4. What are some benefits of discipleship especially in our churches? Acts 9:8-20, 29-31; 18:24-

28; 19:1-6. 
 

CONCLUSION 

Making disciples is about continuing the cycle of redemption, and passing on the faith that 

was passed on to us. Our desire to make disciples should stem from our obedience to Christ 

and the love we have for them. If indeed you have been discipled, what evidence do you have 

that you are prepared for the master?  
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STUDY 16:  16TH APRIL, 2023 (EASTER 1) 
 

SUB THEME:  RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES   
 

TOPIC:    THE MAKING OF A DISCIPLE – 2 
 

TEXTS:    MATTHEW 28: 19, 20; JOHN 8:31-38, 1 THESS. 2: 1-8 
 

OBJECTIVE:  At the end of the study, participants should be able to understand the various 

methods of discipleship, purposes of discipleship and the benefits of discipleship generally. 
 

MEMORY VERSE:  Eph. 6:5, 6. The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but kind 

[gentle] to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are 

in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to knowledge of the truth 

(Amplified version) 
 

INTRODUCTION. 

We will begin this study by answering two basic questions (i) Are you a disciple of Christ? (ii) 

Are you discipling others? Remember that as a disciple, the direction and aim of your life 

should be to obey to Jesus Christ and His teachings as revealed in the Bible. Part of this is to 

disciple others, and help them to be more like Christ.  
 

Apostle Paul reveals three crucial ingredients for making disciples which are a godly message 

(Eph.2:8-10), a godly manner (1Thess.2:7, 8; 2Tim.2:24, 25.), and a godly motive 

(1Thess.2:6; Eph.4:29). In this study, we shall, through the help of God, look at practical ways 

of discipling as well as the challenges involved. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. From your understanding of discipleship, why is it necessary for the Church to raise 

disciples? 
 

2. Discuss the various modes/methods of discipleship: 

a. With respect to size   

(i) One On One, 2 Tim. 1:5, 6; Acts 18:24-28.  

(ii) Small Groups, Acts 2:42-47; Mark 3:14; Matt. 26:20.  

(iii) Large Groups, Acts 2:42-47. 
 

b. With respect to frequency 

(i) Regular, Acts 2:42; 16:13 

(ii) Occasional, Acts 18:24-28. 

c. With respect to physical contact (Paul and some churches via epistles)  

(i) Direct contact. (ii) Distant learning by correspondence (iii) Corporate conferences and 

retreats (iv) Internet and ICT ways e.g. CDs, YouTube etc. 

d. With respect to growth, Heb. 5:13. 

(i) Preliminary follow up, (ii) Basic discipleship courses (iii) Advanced discipleship courses. 

3. Discuss challenges under the following. (i) Moral weaknesses of disciples, (Lk. 22:3-6), (ii) 

self- indulgence (Note that these are self-imposed), (3) disciplers' failures, abuses, inconsistencies.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Discipleship should be a culture of the Church where every member aims at helping others to 

become more like Christ and should begin in our homes, with parents evangelizing and 
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disciplining their children. No one should however be under any illusion; there are challenges 

to discipleship, the most challenging being false teachings, hatred and persecutions which are 

intended to either stop or mislead disciples. However, success or failure is in our hands. We 

will not fail because Jesus cannot fail. Amen.  
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STUDY 17:  23RD APRIL, 2023 (EASTER 5; (EASTER 11) 
 

SUB THEME:  RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES 
 

 

TOPIC:    REQUIREMENTS IN DISCIPLESHIP 
 

TEXT:                LUKE 14: 25-35; 9:23, 24.  
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of the study, participants should be able to point out the 

requirements in Christian discipleship, its costs and the imperatives of meeting these 

requirements.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: Matt. 16:24. Then Jesus said to His disciples, “if anyone desires to come 

after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me”. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Discipleship, as a lifelong training, requires skills and tools for effective learning. It centers on 

the issue of dependence and submission, and demands a complete rearrangement of our 

priorities. To be a disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ demands that He becomes the most 

important factor/consideration in our lives.  Therefore, if we truly desire to be followers of 

Christ, along the path of discipleship, it is imperative that we heed the words of our Lord to 

count the cost of discipleship. 
 

The paradox of discipleship as explained by Jesus in Matt. 16:24, 25 is that, a willingness to 

lose one’s life for His sake is to find it; to die is to live. Denying self is not to assume false, 

external asceticism, but to put the interests of the kingdom first and foremost. To take the cross 

is not about enduring some irritating burden, but to renounce self-centered ambitions and to 

rather seek the Kingdom's good. This study will help us identify some requirements of 

discipleship 
 

STUDY GUIDE. 

1a. How would you describe discipleship in your own words? 

b. A disciple is a committed believer, submitted servant, student-learner, under Christ. Discuss 

these in line with the following scriptures, Luke 14:25-27; John 13:34, 35; Jn.8:31, 32, 

1Peter 1:15, 16. 

c. Why is it necessary to count the cost of discipleship? Luke 14:28-33; Eccl. 7:8. 

2a. From the following scriptures, list and discuss some basic requirements for   

      discipleship. Luke 9:23, 24; 14:25-27; Mark 3:13, 14; Matt: 11:28-30. 

b. What are some more requirements in discipling others? Highlight the key tools required for 

effective discipleship. 2 Tim.3:15-17; Heb. 12: 1, 2. 

3. List and discuss some rewards of meeting the requirements of discipleship. Matt. 11:29; 

John 12:26; 14:2, 3. 
 

CONCLUSION  

Discipleship does not promise a trouble-free life. We must certainly count the cost of 

becoming Christ’s disciples so that we will know what we are getting into and won’t be 
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tempted later to turn back. It may be costly following Christ now but in the long run, it will be 

well worth the pain and effort. 

 

STUDY 18:  30TH APRIL, 2023 (EASTER 111) 
 

SUB THEME:  RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES  
 

TOPIC:            DISCIPLESHIP AND CHURCH GROWTH. 
 

TEXTS:   ACTS 2:42-47 
 

OBJECTIVES: By the end of this study, participants should be able to point out and discuss 

how discipleship can enhance the growth of the Church.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 16:5: So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they 

increased in numbers daily. 
 

INTRODUCTION: In the O.T., the word disciple is used to refer to those who are taught or 

instructed (cf. Isaiah 8:16). In N.T., especially in the Gospels, it is mostly used for the twelve 

apostles of Jesus (Mt. 10:1; 11:1; 20:17; Lk. 9:1). But in Acts, it refers to any believer in Christ.  

Jesus expects His disciples to imitate His own lifestyle (Mt. 10:24, 25) and become like Him in 

character, total commitment, living and humble service, and behavior, in accordance with the 

teachings of the Sermon on the Mount. When Christians are made through the discipleship 

process, the church will experience unprecedented growth in every aspect of its life as we shall 

see in our study. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. What does discipleship mean in practical terms? Cf. Matt. 4:16-22; Acts 16:1-2. 

2. Discipleship has obvious roles it performs in the overall growth of the Church. Point out 

and discuss these roles from: Mk. 16:15-20; John 15:9-14; Acts 2:41-47. 

3. Highlight measures that could be adopted by disciplers and disciples to ensure that the 

discipleship process produces enduring results. Acts 2:42, 46; 4:36, 37; 13:1-3; 14:19, 

20; 15:36. 

4. Discuss how discipleship will affect numerical, financial and spiritual growth in your 

church? Acts 9:26-31; 4:32-37; 2:41-47. 

5. Discipleship and the consequent church growth should bring about healthy growth in our 

communities. Discuss the reasons, means and aspects of community life expected to be 

affected. Matt. 5:13-16; 10:16. 
 

CONCLUSION: We are being discipled in order to disciple others. It is a divine mandate that 

we should make disciples; the disciples made are fruits of discipleship. Jesus charges us to bear 

fruits and that our fruits should last (Jn. 15:16). We must adopt biblical methods of discipleship, 

which guarantee lasting results. 
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STUDY 19:  7TH MAY, 2023 (EASTER 1V) 
 

SUB THEME:  RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES (DISCIPLESHIP) 
 

TOPIC:    DISCIPLESHIP AND GROWTH OF THE SOCIETY 
 

TEXTS:    MATTHEW 5:13-16; MARK 16:15-20 
 

OBJECTIVES: By the end of this study, participants should be able to identify the disciples of 

Christ as the light of the world, explain what it means to be light, and how they can influence 

the growth of the society. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Mathew 5:16: Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 

INTRODUCTION: Jesus uses light and salt to describe the effectual influence His disciples 

should have over the world (Matthew 5:13-16). Essentially, this suggests that the disciples are 

not ordinary or unimportant people. Rather, they are empowered with divine authority to rule 

and bring positive changes on both the land and people (see Lk. 10:17-19; Acts 1:8). The Lord 

charged the Israelites who were captives in Babylon that they should seek the peace and 

prosperity of the city where they were in captivity. They should pray for it because if it 

prospers, they too will prosper (Jeremiah 29:7). Our discipleship programmes are meaningless 

if they do not make impact on the society, that is, if they bring no change on the society. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. The Disciples of Christ are light and salt to the world (Matt. 5:13-16). What does it mean 

in practical terms to be salt and light of the world? 1 Tim. 4:12; Matt. 5:16; Ron. 11:14. 
 

2. Our contemporary society is yearning for leaders who will make indelible impacts in all 

spheres of human life. Discuss how disciples of Christ can use the following effectively 

to bring about the overall growth of our nation. 
 

(a) Prayer and fasting: Jer. 29:7; 
 

 (b) Witnessing/Preaching (God’s word): Acts 2:37-41; Ps. 107:20; Isa. 55:10-11 
 

          c. Personal Lifestyle: Matt. 5:16 
 

d. Other programmes (welfare ministry, caring and sharing): Acts 2:1, 22 
 

e. Positions, offices and relationships: Dan. 6:1-5, Esther 4:12-17. 
 

3. The church/disciples are doing some of the things listed above. Why are we not seeing 

the result in our society today? 
 

CONCLUSION: The disciples of Jesus are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14-16). They are 

expected to manifest the goodness of God in the society. When they do so, the world will 

become a better place to live in, for they are supposed to exert godly influences upon the land. 

Through them the gospel can be preached for peace and deliverance to be established. 
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STUDY 20:  14TH MAY, 2023 (EASTER V) – ROGATION SUNDAY 
 

SUB THEME:  RAISING KINGDOM PERSONALITIES (DISCIPLESHIP)  
 

TOPIC:   FUNDAMENTAL CHALLENGES TO EFFECTIVE  

    DISCIPLESHIP 
 

TEXTS:    LUKE 9:57-62; LUKE 10:1-12 
 

OBJECTIVES: By the end of this Study, participants should be able to: Practically explain the 

meaning of effective discipleship and what it takes to be a faithful disciple; point out the 

challenges to effective discipleship, and discuss how to overcome them; identify the promises 

of God to the disciples of Christ.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: Luke 9:23 And he said to all, "If any man would come after me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
 

INTRODUCTION: “No Servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will 

persecute you also” (John 15:20). Discipleship attracts challenges of various types and degrees. 

Jesus in response to the doubt of His disciples about the reward of discipleship, disclosed to 

them that persecution is involved. Disciples bear the name of Christ, hence they should expect 

persecutions. The cross must be carried before the crown is worn. Christianity without the 

cross, is Christless. The cross is a symbol of suffering, shame and death for Christ’s sake. 

Consequently, let us be prepared to face the challenges of following Christ, if we really want to 

obtain the benefits of discipleship. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1a. Explain the practical implication of effective discipleship. Luke 9:23-26, 62; Matt. 28:18-

20 
 

b. What does it mean to be a failthful disciple in practical terms? 2 Tim. 4:1-5; Matt. 28:19; 

Acts 2:41-47. 
 

2. Discuss the following challenges that go with effective discipleship: 

 i) Rejection – Luke 17:25 

 ii) Persecution – John 15:20 

 iii) Suffering – Phil. 1:29 

 iv) Lack of some basic needs – Luke 9:58 

 v) Lack of labourers (workers) – Luke 10:2 

 vi) Lambs among wolves – Luke 10:3 

 vii) False accusations and insults – 1 Pet. 2:12 
 

3. What can we do in order to overcome the challenges associated with discipleship? 

Heb.12:2; Luke 21:36; 2 Tim. 4:5. Mention the promises of God to His disciples about 

challenges: Matt. 5:11, 12; Matt. 28:20; 2 Tim. 2:10-12. 
 

CONCLUSION: Apostle Paul says, “In all these things we are more than conquerors through 

Christ who loves us” (Romans 8:37). He has promised and He will never fail, so let us not fear 

nor fall for He will never leave us, nor forsake us. 
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SUB THEME THREE:  UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP  
 

STUDY 21:   21ST MAY, 2023 (SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION) 
 

TOPIC:     UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP – 1 
 

TEXT:     1 PETER 4: 10-11 
 

OBJECTIVE: To understand the meaning of Christian Stewardship and why it is central to our 

faith. 

MEMORY VERSE: Gen 2: 15 “And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the Garden 

of Eden to dress it and to keep it” 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

 A steward is someone who manages his master’s resources placed in his care, usually to the 

satisfaction of his master. God gave man the responsibility of stewardship right from creation. 

A Christian steward should utilize and manage all resources God provides him, for the glory of 

God and for the betterment of His creation. 

He is not only responsible for the material blessings God has given him, but also for the 

spiritual gifts bestowed on him. God endowed each and every one of us with certain material 

gifts and/or special gifts and expects us to profit with them, and not to be wasteful. We are also 

expected to use them for the benefit of others. There are consequences when we fail to do so. 
 

In this study, we shall discuss our role as Christian Stewards, the qualities we are expected to 

exhibit, and God’s purpose for making us stewards of His creations and endowments. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. Who is a Christian Steward? 1Cor. 3: 9; 2 Cor. 6:1; 1Thes. 2: 4; 1Tim. 1: 11.  

b. What are our specific duties as stewards and over what? Gen. 2:15; 1 Kings 20:39, 40; 

Eph. 5:16; 1 Cor. 4:1; 1 Peter 4:10.  
 

2. What are the qualities required to be good Christian stewards?   1Cor 4: 1-2; Acts 20: 35; 

Titus 1: 7-9; 1Tim 6: 17-18; Col 3: 17 & 23. 
 
[[ 

3. Why does God want us to be good stewards of His resources? 1John 3: 17; Rom 14:12 

(e.g. Matt 25: 20-21; Matt 25: 24-27 & 30); 1Tim 3:13; Luke 16: 11-12. 
 

CONCLUSION: Although God gives us all things richly and allows us to enjoy them, nothing 

really is ours; God owns everything. These include ‘our’ wealth, physical endowments, spiritual 

gifts, and opportunities. We are not likely to exercise good stewardship of these gifts unless we 

recognize the fact that we are stewards. As in the parable of the talents, we are to give account 

of how we use what the Master gave to us. There are rewards when we use them well, and 

negative consequences when we don’t. Both of these are eternal.  
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SUB THEME: PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 
 

STUDY 22:  28TH MAY, 2023 (WHIT SUNDAY) 
 

TOPIC:   RECEIVING AND WALKING IN THE SPIRIT 
 

TEXT:   ACTS 2:1-4, 36-39.   
 

OBJECTIVE: By the end of this study, participants should be able to: 

1. Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘’Walking in the spirit” 

2. Explain how we can walk in the Spirit, 

3. Discuss the right attitudes for receiving the Spirit of God 

4. Highlight the benefits of receiving and working in the spirit. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: The Acts 1:8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 

of the earth." 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Holy Spirit is one of God’s most precious gifts to His Children. He takes up residence 

within the believer at salvation and empowers him to overcome sin and live for God’s glory and 

purpose.   
 

The disciples, according to our text, received the Holy Spirit and His power on the day of 

Pentecostal, and were subsequently blessed with the gift of tongues.  Peter proclaimed that 

Jesus is both Lord and Christ and invited people to repent, be baptized and receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. "Walking in the spirit" means living your life in the continual presence and 

guidance of the Spirit of God which entails having Christ foremost in all your affections.   

 

STUDY GUIDE 

1a. In your own understanding and words, explain the meaning of the phrase “Walking in  

      the Spirit’’. 

1b. From the following scriptures, who can walk in the spirit and why? Gal. 5:16; Rom.  

      8:5-9, 14; 1 Peter 2:11 

2. What are some things that enable receiving the Holy Spirit? Acts 2:1; 4:31; Psalm  

     25:9; John 15:4; 3:3, 15. 

3. What does "walking in the Spirit" entail/demand? How is it usually actualized? Rom.  

     8:14; 13:14 

4. What are the hindrances to receiving and walking in the Spirit -James 4:6; 1Thess.   

     5:19-22; 1Cor. 12:1. Gal. 5:19-21 

5. Highlight the benefits of walking in the Spirit -Gal. 5:22-23, 1 John 5:14-15; Rom.  

    8:14, 22-27   
 

CONCLUSION: 

To be led by the Spirit should be the natural lifestyle of the sons and daughters of God. The 

Holy Spirit empowers and supplies everything we need to live a Godly life. Walking in the 

Spirit comes by our reliance upon Him. He leads the way, and we follow. As He speaks, we 

listen, heed His warning and obey His directions. 
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STUDY TOPIC: UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP  
 
 

STUDY 23:  4TH JUNE, 2023 (TRINITY SUNDAY) 
 

TOPIC:   UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP – 2 
 

STUDY TEXT:  1 COR. 4:1-7 
 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of the study, participants should be able to, appreciate the source of 

their stewardship mandate, so as to be committed to it, and come to terms with the significance 

of their roles as stewards of God.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Corinthians 4:2 “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be 

found faithful.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

When you think of the concept of stewardship, what comes to your mind? Stewardship 

includes: money management, environmental protection, corporate social responsibility, fiscal 

accountability, property upkeep, responsibility towards the less privileged / marginalized (poor, 

strangers, orphans, widows, abused, neglected and disabled etc.), lifestyle of simplicity, giving 

and commitment to the spread of the gospel, explication of divine mysteries or gospel truth, and 

living it out. 
 

The essence of Christian stewardship goes beyond wise trustee of God’s money and property to 

the awesome recognition that we are managing for the living God. God created all things (seen 

and unseen), maintains a position of authority and discretionary control over creation, yet 

commissions us to enact His will. Our primary responsibility is to the one who entrusted all 

things to our care.   
 

STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. (a) What is Christian Stewardship in your own understanding and words?  

(b) Give examples of some of the stewardship resources handed to our care (Ref. last 

study #1b). 
 

2. (a) Where is the source of Christian Stewardship? Gen. 1:26-28, Psalm 24:1-2; 50:10-12.  
 

(b).What does this mean and how serious does it demand that we be as stewards? Rom. 

14:12; Luke 16:2; 1 Cor. 4:2. 
 

3.  Using the following scriptures, explain the significance of our roles as Stewards. 

Matt.25:14-30 (Talent), Eph. 4:1-5 (Unity); 5:15-17 (Time), 1Thess. 4:1-8 (Holiness), 

1Tim.1:18-20 (Truth) others. 
 

4. What are some likely negative consequences of failing to meet up divine expectations as 

stewards? Matt. 25:24-30; Luke 16:11, 12. 
 

CONCLUSION 

A proper understanding of Christian or Biblical stewardship and its mindset is needed for 

effectiveness in our faith and walk as well as responsible Christian witness. It is noteworthy 

that we own nothing in this world; rather, we have only been given custody of divine resources. 

We have been commissioned by God as stewards to partner with Him to fulfill His purposes in 
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creation and redemption. He can do without getting us to administer His resources, yet He 

appointed us. One day we shall give account on how we have managed these resources. 
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STUDY 24:  11TH JUNE, 2023 (TRINITY 1) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  GOD, THE ULTIMATE GIVER 
 

STUD TEXT:   JAMES 1: 17 
 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of the study, participant should be able, to realize that everything in 

our possession is actually a gift from God, to acknowledge and emulate His art of giving in our 

relationship with Him. 
 

 

MEMORY VERSE: 1Cor 4: 7 “For who maketh thee to differ from another? And what hast 

thou that thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou 

hadst not received it?” 
 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

Giving involves parting with one’s belongings for the benefit of another. What is given may be 

physical, intellectual, or spiritual in nature. God is the Ultimate Giver because He gives out of 

pure love, gave everything that we own, and also gave us the best gift ever (John 3:16). God 

gives liberally, much more than anyone else, and with no questionable intentions. His only 

basis for giving is love; His primary purpose is fair distribution as people have need. 
 

God has given us many things, much more than we deserve or can even enumerate. People give 

for diverse reasons, but as Christians, we are to show deep appreciation to God for His gifts, 

and give back to Him and to the needy, out of love. In this study, we shall learn why God is 

regarded as the Ultimate Giver and how we are to respond to this fact. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. How is God the Ultimate Giver? Psalm 24: 1; 1Chron 29: 12, 14 &16; John 3: 16; Deut. 

8: 17-18.  
 

2. From the following passages mention some of the things God has given and continues to 

give freely to us: Haggai 2: 8; Prov. 8: 17-18; James 1: 5; Psa. 68:35; Eph. 4: 7; 1Thes 4: 

8;.  
 

3. What does God expect us to do in response? 1Tim. 6: 6-8, 17; Gal 6: 10; Psa. 107: 21-22; 

2Cor 9: 6-8; 1John 3: 17; Heb. 13: 15-16.  
 

4. How may we be like Him and partner with Him? Cf. John 14:12.   
 

CONCLUSION  

God created everything for man’s comfort and also gives man the ability to explore and own 

them. Even in man’s sinful state, God gave the greatest gift ever to man: the gift of eternal life 

through His Son, Jesus Christ. We can never out-give God. All that we can give to Him belongs 

to Him. He is more interested in our sacrificial hearts while giving to Him and to the needy than 

the actual gifts we offer. As believers, we should acknowledge God as the source of all things 

and live our lives ever thankful to Him. 
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STUDY 25:  18TH JUNE, 2023; (TRINITY 11) 
 

SUB THEME:  UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

STUDY TOPIC:  BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF GIVING 

STUDY TEXT:  2 CHRON.7:5-7; 2 COR.9:7-8. 
 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of the study, participants should be able to, identify the acceptable 

attitudes in giving to God, recognize what constitute right and wrong motives in giving and 

understand the relationship between our gifts and worship, and the blessings therefrom.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: Luke 6: 38 “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 

down, and shaken together, and running over shall men give unto your bosom. For with the 

same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Giving unto God forms an integral part of our worshipping Him. It is also an avenue to 

practically demonstrate our faith in, and dependence on Him. 

All giving (of our resources, gifts, talents, time, educational achievements etc.) in Christian 

circle is unto God; He receives and sends them for use to His glory here on earth. Giving helps 

and accelerates missions; it's also for the growth and development of the church; it is for 

welfare purposes as well.  
 

We shall see in this study some important scriptural principles, attitudes, and benefits in giving 

to God. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. What is 'giving' and what should/can Christians give? Prov.3:9; 2 Cor.8:3-5; 2 Chron.7:5-

7; Psa. 136:1-3. 
 

2.  All giving in the church are unto the Lord (Lev. 27:9; 1 Chron. 16:8, 27, 28). Why  

must we give to God and what should be the right attitude in doing so.? Psalm 24:1; 1 

Chron.29:11-12. Acts 4:32-36; 5:1-3; 2 Cor. 9:6, 7; Matt. 10:8.  
 

3.     Mention and discuss some biblical principles that guide acceptable giving. 2  

Cor.9:7; 8:3, 5, 12; Deut. 16:10, 17.  
 

4.  How does God respond to our giving? Luke 6:38; Prov.19:17; 2 Cor.9:7-8;    

           Heb.6:10; 2 Chron.7:1, 12-18. Gen. 8:20-22 
 

CONCLUSION 

God is not a beggar. He has given more than any person or organization can give. Therefore, 

strive to give in acceptable ways to avoid "double loss”.  

 

 
 
 
 



31 
 

STUDY 26:  25TH JUNE, 2023 (TRINITY 111) 
 

SUB THEME:  UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

STUDY TOPIC:  BIBLICAL FORMS OF GIVING 

STUDY TEXT:  MAL. 3:10; LUKE 6: 38 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of the study, participants should be able to identify biblical forms of 

giving and also be encouraged to give generously. 

MEMORY VERSE: Luke 6: 38 “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 

down, and shaken together, and running over shall men give unto your bosom. For with the 

same measure that ye mate withal it shall be measured to you again.” 

INTRODUCTION  

The provision of God for us is not limited to us. He instructs us to give, and it is important to 

note that giving is not merely a suggestion from Him but a command. This command assumes 

different forms as depicted in our topic. Our objective therefore is to identify these diverse 

forms as shown in scriptures and be encouraged to practice them. What is contained in this 

study however is by no means exhaustive but will help every sincere believer who seeks to 

please God in the area of giving. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. From the following passages, discuss forms of giving in the Bible. Mal. 3: 7-10; Acts 

4:34-37; Ex. 35: 21-24; Lev. 19:10; Rom. 12:13; Deut. 15:7, 8. 

2. Why should we give? Luke 6:38; James 2:15-18; 1Jn. 4:19 

3. What are we to give? 2Cor. 8:5; Rom. 12:1; 1Chron. 29:1-5.  

4. What is the place of vows and pledges in giving unto God? Why are some Christians not 

faithful or prompt in redeeming them? Has that any grave consequences? Psalm 15:4c; 

50:14; Eccl. 5:2-6; Job 22:27; Num. 30:2. 
 

CONCLUSION 

Biblical forms of giving include payment of tithes and offerings, giving to support the needy, 

giving to support projects in the church, giving in support of ministers, making and redeeming 

vows and pledges etc. We are therefore encouraged to give because it is a divine imperative, a 

way of expressing our appreciation and love for God who loved us first and a way of 

demonstrating our faith in Him. Most importantly, for our giving to be meaningful, we must 

ensure that we first give our lives to God and then to His service. 
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STUDY 27:  2ND JULY, 2023 (TRINITY 1V) 
 

SUB THEME:  UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP  

STUDY TOPIC:  PRACTICE AND LEVELS OF GIVING 

STUDY TEXT:  2 COR. 8: 3-7 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of the study, participants should be able, to learn what the Bible 

teaches on how to give (proper attitude to giving) and the levels of giving. 

MEMORY VERSE: 2 Cor. 9:7. “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 

him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

INTRODUCTION 

Giving is one of the most fulfilling parts of the Christian life. The Bible encourages us to be 

generous. In fact, there are more verses related to giving than many other subjects in the Bible. 

It is important to learn the acceptable and proper attitude in giving as we explore this topic. We 

should also consider the levels of giving particularly the fact that it is not always evaluated or 

measured in quantity but quality and in proportion to the ability of a person and the blessings of 

God upon his or her life. 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. How should we give? 2Cor. 8:2-3; 9:7; Acts 11:29; 1Cor.13:3, Matt 6:2-3 

2. Discuss the following scriptures in relation to levels of giving—Mark 12:41-44; 14:3-

5; Luke 7:5; 2Cor. 8:3; John 3:16; Mal. 3:10. 

3. In the light of these passages, identify the possible hindrances to, and blessings of 

giving respectively—Matt. 25:24-26; 1Kings 17:12; Prov. 11:24-26; Mal. 3:10-12; 

Matt 6:21 

CONCLUSION 

As believers in Christ, we are urged to be generous in the practice of giving. More so, we 

should bear in mind the prescribed ways and manners of giving that would produce the desired 

blessings from God. It is also important that we learn to do our giving in proportion to the 

blessings of God upon our lives. 
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STUDY 28:  9TH JULY, 2023 (TRINITY V) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  CONCEPT AND ORIGIN OF TITHING 
 

STUDY TEXT:  GEN.14:17-20; DEUT.14:27-29.  
 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of this study, participants should be able to, explain the Biblical term 

“Tithe”; understand the place of tithing in Christian Stewardship and why it is central to our 

faith 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Lev. 27: 30 “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, 

or of the fruits of the tree, is the LORD’s: it is holy unto the LORD” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Recently, much controversy has trailed the subject of “Tithe” among Christians. Many believe 

it is an Old Testament Law or a religious practice which essence and benefits ended with the 

abrogation of the Law and coming on board of the dispensation of Grace.  

At the end of this study, we shall discover that, as logical as the misconceptions earlier 

mentioned may sound, it has not; neither can it subvert God's purpose concerning tithing.  
 

Remember, the scripture posits, that every Christian is a steward of everything he/she possess.  
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1.  Concept and origin 

a. How would you define tithe - a tenth or at least a tenth? Cf. Lev.27:30, 32. 

b. How did tithing begin and what lessons are there for us to learn? Gen.14:17-20; Lev. 

27:30. 

2.  Status: Is it a Command, an Obligation or what? 

a. Mention and discuss the status of tithe from the experiences of the patriarchs that began 

it? Gen.14:19-20; 28:20-22 (Heb.7:4). 

b. What do you think made God to legislate on it? Cf. Jer.16:12. 

3. Why did God initiate it and how did He respond to acceptable tithing? Deut.14:27-29; Mal. 

3:10. 
 

CONCLUSION 

God’s commandment that we pay tithe should not be misunderstood as an Old Testament law 

or a religious obligation. We should rather see it as a God-given avenue to practically express 

our faith in Him through giving. Tithe does not buy God’s blessings but it does release God’s 

blessings on us when it is done in accordance with His word. 
 

It is God’s provision to care for certain categories of persons, and the church. Be faithful to it, 

in the name of God, and you will see blessings that will follow. 
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STUDY 29:  16TH JULY, 2023 (TRINITY V1) 
 

SUB THEME:  UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

STUDY TOPIC:  TITHE PAYMENT IN TODAY’S CHURCH 

STUDY TEXT:  DEUT.14:27-29. MALACHI 3:8 -11  

OBJECTIVE: At the end of this study, participants should be able to, explain the phrase 

“Today’s church and account their understanding of tithe payment”, enumerate the things we 

could pay tithes on, and point out hindrances to tithe payment and its consequence. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Malachi. 3:8 “Will a man rob God?Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, 

wherein have we robbed thee? In tithe and offerings” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The issue of tithe payment can’t be overemphasized until people imbibe the habit of proper and 

proportionate tithe payment. Tithe is simply one tenth of our income and practiced by people 

who know that “All they have come from, and belongs to the Lord”.  
 

Today’s church is characterized by heretic teachings, liberal theology, falsehood, controversy, 

inconsistency, lies, greed, inching ears to Biblical principles and watered messages;  a place 

where truth seems rebellious and not upheld. But we are the reflection of God’s unique grace 

and not of “Today’s church” and so, should show forth this grace in giving back to God through 

the resources He has given us. This study is a clarion call to believers to resist the temptation of 

“greed” and reap from the blessings of tithing. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

1. Tithe is simply one tenth of our income, comment on the above statement and how 

“Today’s Church” understand the concept and payment of tithe? 

2. What and what should we pay tithes on, today? (C.F. Gen. 14:20, Lev. 27:30) 

     3.  Tithe today: how, where, why etc. 

a. Does the NT encourage tithe? Has it anything on tithing? Luke 11:42; Matt.23:23 (What 

are the lessons from Matthew 23:23?)  

b. Mention and discuss some contemporary practices on tithing that need be changed. 

c. Discuss the principle of 'store house' in relation to tithing. Neh.10:38; 2 Chron.31:11; 

Mal. 3:10. 

4. Examine and point out hindrances to tithe payment and its consequence. Mal. 3:9-11; 

1Tim 6:6-9; 2Cor 4:3, 4 
 

CONCLUSION 

God’s instruction on tithe payment is very clear. It takes grace and proper understanding of 

God’s word to consistently pay tithe. Tithe payment attracts divine blessings and keeps the 

devourer afar. May God grant us the understanding and grace to obey his word, even in these 

changing times. Remember, tithe does not buy God’s blessings but it does release His blessings 

on us when it is done in accordance with His word.  
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STUDY 30:   23RD JULY, 2023 (TRINITY V11) 

SUB THEME:   HARVESTS 
 

TOPIC:    FIRST FRUIT HARVEST 
 

TEXTS:    LEV 23: 9-14; EXODUS 34: 26, GEN. 4:3-4 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to; 

I. Explain the term First Fruit Harvest 

II. Highlight the importance and benefits of giving our first fruits, and 

III. Point out the various areas God expects our first fruit harvest. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Prov. 3:9-10 “Honour the LORD with thy substance and with 

the first fruits of all thine increase…” 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

“First fruit harvest” refers to the initial or the first harvest of one’s labor presented to God as an 

offering, which is demanded by God himself (Lev 23:10).  The concept of First fruit, as it 

applies in our contemporary time, does not necessarily refer to only agricultural products. It 

refers to whatsoever initial benefit(s) that come to us as a result of our labor or service 

rendered.  
 

It is to God; it's one way of teaching us the principle of putting Him (God) FIRST and making 

Him Prime in our lives and dealings. By it we demonstrate our Love, obedience and reverence 

for Him (God) and acknowledge His exclusive ownership of our lives and all we have or 

possess.  

The practice of First Fruit existed before the law (the Old Covenant); Abel brought to God the 

firstlings of his flock and of the fat portions and the Bible says God had respect and regard for 

Abel and his offering (Gen 4: 3-4).  
 

When God spoke to Moses concerning the first fruit, He said it shall be a statute forever 

throughout your generations in all your dwellings. This implies that the First Fruit was to be 

continually given by all of God’s children throughout the ages. [Lev 23: 9-14].  It is also 

referred to as the Feast of harvest [Exo 23: 16]. This means in celebrating our giving of First 

Fruit, we are invariably celebrating the harvest which we would experience throughout the year. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

1. Point out from these scriptures some important things the Bible says about of our first 

fruit offering if it must be accepted by God. Gen. 4: 3 – 5; Exod. 22: 29, II Cor. 9; 7; 

Deut. 26: 10 – 11. 
 

2. From the following scripture, why should we give our first fruits and what are the 

benefits it attracts? Prov. 3: 9-10; Ex 22: 29; Ezek. 44:30; Luke 6:38; I Sam 15: 22; Jer. 

2: 3. 
 

3. (a) Where and how should we present our First fruits harvest? Deut. 26: 1, 4, Neh. 10: 35 

– 37, Ezek. 44: 30. 
 

(b) Discuss how/why we are to give God our first fruit of the following. 

i. New Job  
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ii. New business 

iii. Agricultural Products (Farm, Economic Trees, and Live stocks etc. 
 

CONCLUSION 

Your Giving establishes your righteousness. It speaks of and for you; it explains God's worth to 

you. It is an act of faith. Therefore bring in your First Fruit with joy and thanksgiving. Give it 

celebrating and have an expectation when you have acted on the word of God. 
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SUB THEME FOUR:   CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

STUDY 31:   30TH JULY, 2023 (TRINITY V111) 
 

STUDY TOPIC:     THE FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

STUDY TEXT:    1 CORINTHIANS 3:7-15 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of this study, participants should be able to, understand the true 

concept and foundation of Leadership, identify the difference between Christian and secular 

leadership and identify the foundation for Leadership. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Psalm.11:3 “if the foundation be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” 

INTRODUCTION 

According to Rauch and Behling, Leadership has been defined as “the process of influencing 

the activities of an organized group towards goal achievement” .To be able to rightly influence 

a person to act as expected is a core function of leadership. It calls for the acquisition of skills, 

traits, some of which are natural, imparted and some developed through learning. 

Foundation of leadership in this case therefore refers to the basic scriptural principles upon 

which every successful leadership will depend. This shall form the center of our study today. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1a.     From the following texts, who is a leader? Rom. 13:1; Acts 20:28, 1 Tim. 3:2.  

   b.    What do you understand by the foundation of Christian leadership?  

   c.  Identify from these scriptures, the foundation for Christian leadership; Heb.5:4,   

          Jer. 1:5 (Gal. 1:15; Exo. 3:1-4, 9-10); Exod.18:21, Matt. 4:19, 2King 2:9-13.  
 

2.  Briefly discuss how the following virtues and traits guarantee effective and     

          Successful leadership 

a. Integrity: Psalm 78:70-72 

b. Humility; John 13:13-15 

c. Righteousness/Moral Uprightness:  Prov. 16:12-13 

d. Self-Sacrifice: Matt 20:25-28 

e. Diligence: Prov. 27:23-24 

f. Learning Leadership Skills: 1 Tim. 3:5-6 

g.  Death to self, Gal. 2:20 

h. Spirit-filled life; Gal 5:16 

3. Mention some of the key differences between Christian and secular leadership 

    Matt. 20:26, 28, 1 Peter 5:2-3, Prov. 16:12, Exod. 18:21 
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CONCLUSION 

Godly leadership is a call and ministry. It is centered on Christ and enhanced by learning of 

requisite leadership skills and the acquisition of godly character. It is evident when one is dead 

to self and the flesh, and determined to do the will of God. 
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STUDY 32:  6TH AUGUST, 2023 (TRINITY 1X) 
 

SUB THEME:  CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
 

TOPIC:    STRUCTURES AND CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
 

STUDY TEXT:    EXODUS 18:14-26 
 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of this study, participants should be able to: Describe what the 

structure of leadership means, identify the purposes and importance of structure in leadership 

and explain how biblical leadership structure enhanced effective Christian leadership. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Exodus.18:24-25 “Moses heeded the voice of his father In-law and did 

all that he has said. He chose able men out of Israel, and made them heads over the people: 

rulers of thousand, hundred and fifties and of tens. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Structure in administration shows the leadership framework that organizations adopt for 

efficient, effective and focused management of resources and delivery of organizational goals. 

There are two major common structures; namely, Centralized or traditional structure, where 

decisions flow from top to bottom through an identifiable chain of command and the 

Decentralized structure in which the decision-making power is co-shared among the various 

layers of the organization. 
 

Our church adopts, on the belief in the apostolic succession, the traditional method. This study 

will focus on the biblical leadership structure which formed the basis for the church.  
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. From our text, explain in your own words, what you understand as organizational Structure. 

Mention and discuss the details of the structure of our Church. 
 

  2. What is the primary purpose of leadership structure and how does it enhance effective 

leadership? Exo. 18:14-18, Acts 6:1-7, Num. 11: 12-16   
           

3. What are the factors and traits that can bring about effectiveness in the organizational 

structure of the Church; Exo.18:20-23, Acts 13:3; Heb.13:17. 
 

b. What traits and attributes are needed to operate and maintain church leadership structure? 1 

Cor. 16:16; 1 Peter 2:13. 
 

c. Why must we respect and follow the tiers in leadership structure without skipping them? 1 

Cor. 14:40.    
 

4. Why are there still tensions, conflicts and stress despite the well-defined organizational 

structures in the Church and how can it be remedied? James 4:1-3; Gen. 41:39-45, Rom.12:4-

12; 1 Cor. 10:32, 33. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 

Leadership is as old as man. It creates job strategy, description, departmentalization, delegation, 

span of control and chain of command. Effective leadership structure minimizes time and 

resources utilization and enhances productivity. It brings in more hand into governance and so, 

makes it easier. Abuse and delegation without devolution of powers usually bring about 

tension. 
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STUDY 33:  13TH AUGUST, 2023 (TRINITY X) 
 

SUB THEME:  CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  SCRIPTURAL METHODS OF BUILDING LEADERS 
 

STUDY TEXT:   JOHN 1:43-49. 
 

OBJECTIVE: At the end of this study, participants should be able to: Identify and outline 

scriptural/spiritual methods of building leaders and understand how best to employ the 

identified methods in building present leaders. 
 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Eph.4 :12 -13 “for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of ministry, 

for the edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come to the unity of faith, and of the knowledge 

of the son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

There are various methods of building leaders ranging from Direct to Indirect. These could be 

formal, Semi-formal or informal, and planned or unplanned methods. These could be further 

classified into three; Spirit-based, Sense-based and Situation-based methods. God, humans and 

organizations are responsible for building leaders using any of the above methods depending on 

the purpose for leadership, situation, and circumstances, as well as place and what the 

personnel/leader is called to do.  
 

God uses a variety of ways in raising leaders. The walk and practical life experiences He allows 

on the path of the leader to be raised, has always played a key role in building credible, 

competent, committed and loyal leaders in all ages, as you would find through this study .  
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1.  In your own words, explain the spiritual method of building a leader and contrast that 

with the human method. Rom. 8:29-30, Mark 3:14. John 1:43-49. 
          [[[[[[[[[[[[ 

2. Identify and discuss the specific methods God used in developing biblical leaders 

a. Abraham: Gen. 12:1; 22:2-3 

b. Moses: Heb. 11:23-29 

c. Joseph: Ps. 105:17-22 (Gen. 37:4-11, 23-27, 39:10-21) 

d. Apostle Paul: Acts 9;13-18; Gal. 1:15-18; 2Cor. 11:23 

e. Jesus: Heb. 5:7-10,  
 

3a. How did the following help in building the Character listed beside them 

i. Early revelation: Joseph: Gen. 37:4-11 vs. 40:12-15. 

ii. Hunger and Lack: Elijah; 1 King 17:2-14 

iii. Strong followership & Commitment to his superior: Elisha, 2Kings 2:1-13 

iv. On the Job Experience / Confrontations: David; 1 Sam 17:33-37 

(b)  How can the above help us in building good leadership today?  
 

CONCLUSION 

Purpose determines method, method determines result, and result shows what the leader has 

become. Leadership itself is God's strongest approach in building leaders. We must therefore be 

diligent, focused and sensitive to this God's way to avoid dearth of capable and spiritual 

leaders. 
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STUDY 34:  20TH AUGUST, 2023 (TRINITY X1) 
 

SUB THEME:  CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  DIVINE PRINCIPLES FOR GAINING LOYAL FOLLOWERSHIP 
 

STUDY TEXT: MATT. 4:18-20 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to, appreciate and accept 

the principles for gaining loyal followers and adopt them to increase followership. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: 1Cor. 11:1: “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ” 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Life works better by principles, so is leadership. The hallmark of leadership is to draw or attract 

followers. Any leader without a follower is actually missing out on the mission of God for his 

life. However, beyond gaining followership, there is the need to look out for loyalty. 

A loyal follower is someone who has bought into the vision and mission of the leader and is 

willing to sacrifice for the realization of such vision no matter what. The first invitation which 

Jesus gave to those who showed interest in his life and teachings was to follow. 

Gaining loyal followership is imperative for the success of leadership and there are principles 

guiding it. This is because the call is not casual, does not require negotiation, distractions, but a 

radical transformation of life, therefore you must fix your eyes on the Master and prove loyal to 

His call. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. Read Matt. 4:18-20; Mark 3: 13-19; 2 Kings 2:1-13. 

a. Distinguish between leadership and followership in your understanding.  

b. Who is a loyal follower? 

c. Why do leaders need followers?  

d. Why should leaders seek to have loyal followership?  
 

2.  What are the biblical principles for gaining loyal followership? The call (Matt. 4:19a, 

11:28-30), purpose/vision (Matt. 4:19b; 28:18-19; Prov. 29:18); exemplary life 

(1Cor.11:1); grace (John. 6:65).  

3. Discuss the following examples of loyal followership. Ruth and Naomi (Ruth.1:6-22), 

Elisha and Elijah (2Kings 2:1-14), Timothy and Paul (2Tim. 1:1-6). 

4. How do lifestyle, performance, charisma, care etc. enable the gaining of loyal 

followership? 
 

CONCLUSION  

Following Jesus Christ will place a demand on the individuals. Every follower of Jesus should 

live a life that has implications on who Jesus is etc., in our political life, relationships, etc. It is 

radically transformative of the whole of life; it demands personal relationship with Jesus and 

eternal coherence. Jesus did not just come to die for us; He came to establish a relationship 

between us and His Father.  
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STUDY 35:  27TH AUGUST, 2023 (TRINITY X11) 
 

SUB THEME:  CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
 

STUDY TOPIC: PRINCIPLES, TESTS AND EVIDENCE OF LOYALTY 
 

STUDY TEXT:  PROVERB 20:6-7 
 

OBJECTIVE:  At the end of the study, participants should be able to, understand and 

appreciate principles for developing loyal followers; understand and pass the tests of true 

followership; exhibit the evidence of being true followers; be stirred unto being loyal followers 

of leaders ordained by God, and discourage disloyalty.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: Prov. 20:6 “Most men will proclaim everyone his own goodness; but a 

faithful man who can find.” 
 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

The key words of this topic, ‘principles’, ‘tests’ and ‘loyalty’, point to the required standards 

which guarantee faithfulness in leadership and followership. Loyalty could be visible, so is 

rebellion or treachery. If your leadership would thrive on a culture of faithfulness or allegiance 

to the end, you must establish the biblical foundation for faithfulness. 

The need to follow biblical principles and tests for loyalty is important in every organization in 

order not to breed bad blood. In this study, we shall be looking at the various biblical positions 

on loyalty and how to detect disloyalty, and deal with it, in order to achieve leadership health 

and harmony.  
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. With the help of the following scriptures, highlight and discuss what the Bible says about 

loyalty. Psalm. 101:6; 1Sam. 20:13, Luke.14:26, Heb.11:24-25 
 

2. State some of the Principles and Tests of loyalty. Love for instructions (2Tim. 3:10-14), 

Obedience/Willingness (Deut. 28:1-2, Isa.1:19), Genuine Love (John.13:35), Visible 

Transformation/Fruitfulness (Rom.12:1-2, John.15:1-5), Honor (Prov.3:9), Humility 

(Acts 20:19), Fear of God (Psalm. 119:63), Service (Job. 36:11), Commitment in hard 

times (Luke.22:28-29) 

3. Can Christian leaders stir up loyalty in followers? How? John 1:35-39; 6:65-69; 13:36, 

37. 
 

a. [[[ 

4. How do these help you to detect disloyalty? Pride (Isa.14:13, 14), Passivity (Jer.48:10), 

Critical (Num.12:1), Mocking (Prov.30:17), Open Rebellion (2Sam.16:11), Betrayal 

(Matt.26:47-48) etc.  

5. Discuss some ways to handle or deal with disloyalty in any system? Prov.22:10; 25:23; 

Rom. 16:17; Matt. 5:44).  
 

CONCLUSION: 

Never lower the standards for developing effective leaders, so that loyal followers would be 

birth in our churches and organizations. Although we might try to set things in order, yet 

disloyalty could still emerge. It is one way our enemy seeks to undermine Christian leadership 

but ensure you don’t give him the grounds to succeed. 
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STUDY 36:    3RD SEPTEMBER, 2023 (TRINITY X111) 
 

SUB THEME:    CHILDREN HARVESTS 
 

TOPIC:      LET THE CHILDREN COME UNTO ME 
 

TEXT:      MATT. 19:14 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, priests, parents and children should be brought to  

i. Challenge parents to prepare children for harvest; 

ii. See need to bring children to God for His blessings; 

iii. Teach children the details and essence of harvest; 

iv. Teach children to save money for harvest and forward to it. 
[   

INTRODUCTION 

In our text, we find that the Apostles of Jesus tried to restrain the parents from taking their 

children to Him for His blessings. A similar thought exists today to the dismay of Jesus. They 

probably failed to realise that God’s plan of redemption includes children, it is a household 

salvation according to Acts 16:32. Jesus even asserted that to enter heaven, adults must have a 

requisite attribute of children. Yet we often leave behind the children who have such heaven-

recognised traits in our worship. 
 

Among these traits is the fact that they give more than adults, though quantitatively, they have 

far less. That is, the percentage of how much they give to God relative to what they have, is 

generally higher than what their parents give. If only parents would teach their children who 

God is, what it means to give to God, and help them to save the monies they receive, children 

will give God quite a significant amount. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. What is God worth to you a parent/guardian? 

b. How would you help your child to appreciate who God is as to value Him highly? 

2. To what extent do parents value and prepare for harvest thanksgiving? 

b. How would you help your child to prepare for harvest well in advance? 

3. What would preparation of children or harvest by parents, Sunday school teachers, and 

churches entail? 

4. What are we expected to teach the children about harvest thanksgiving – the what, why 

and how? 

5. How and why must we teach them to keep safe monies they get? 

b. Can bigger children be encouraged to work for their pocket allowances? 

c. List and discuss some common sources of children having monies? 
 

CONCLUSION 

Let us all rise to our responsibilities of teaching our children what harvest thanksgiving is, who 

God is, why we should thank Him greatly and how to conduct ourselves at harvest. Priests 

should pray earnestly for children during harvest as Jesus did in our text. 
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STUDY 37:   10TH SEPTEMBER, 2023 (TRINITY XIV) 
 

SUB THEME FIVE:     AUTHORITY 
 

 

 

 

 
 

STUDY TOPIC:   UNDERSTANDING AUTHORITY 
 

STUDY TEXT:     ROMANS 13:1-6; 1ST PETER 2:13-18 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to explain the meaning of 

authority, list the two major kinds of authority, identify the principal sources of Authority and 

suggest why it's important to have and exercise Authority. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Romans 13:1 (NIV) “Everyone must submit himself to the governing 

authorities for there is no authority except that which God has established”,  
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In Greek, the word for authority is “Exousia” meaning right, privilege or delegated influence. 

Springer Link says that, “… practical authority can be analyzed as a right to impose obligations 

or commands on its subject and that this right is correlated with a duty to obey. Usually, it is 

also implied that these rights and duties are mutually recognized”.  
 

There are two kinds of authorities – spiritual and human. We may also refer to them as sacred 

and secular authorities (see and take the dictionary meaning of “secular” and avoid the 

misconception of some persons). When there is conflict between the two types of authority, 

Christians are advised to “obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). This is one main reason for 

this study. 

The secular concept of Authority can be seen as people’s view, idea or belief on the meaning 

and application of authority. In this study therefore, we hope to examine or build up different 

ideas about Authority. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. a. What is Authority? (Matt 10:1; 28:18-19) 

b. What is the difference between Authority and power?  
 

2. a. List and discuss the two major kinds of authority in the Bible. Matt 28:16-20; Luke 

7:7, 8; 1st Peter 2:13-14. 

      b. Mention some features of Authority from Romans 13:1-6. What do they demand of  

          you? 
 

3. Who is a person in authority (Luke 7:8)? What should he/she know, be and do? 1Sam. 

9:2; Prov. 29:2; Luke 9:1; Matt. 7:29; Titus 2:15.. 
 

4. Why is it important to have and to exercise authority? What are the dangers of abusing or 

neglecting authority? Gen. 1:26, 28; Judges 17:6; Ecc. 10:16, 17; Acts 5: 1-11 
 

 

CONCLUSION 

Authority, when wrongly defined and conceived, leads to various confusions and even the fear 

of exercising it, as we should. Power is generally the product of personal traits like charisma 

and expertise, it can be learnt while authority is a legal or legitimate right given to a person to 

control others, and it is delegated not learnt. God expects us to exercise the authority He has 

given us, as His children for a better family and society.  
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STUDY 38:  17TH SEPTEMBER, 2023 (TRINITY XV) 
 

SUB THEME:  AUTHORITY 
 

 

 

STUDY TOPIC:  AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH - 1 (Personalities and Functions) 
 

STUDY TEXT: EPH.4:11-13, ACTS 15:1-6 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to explain the meaning of 

"church" and "authority in the church", mention some personalities that constitute authority in 

the church, identify their functions and list some of the challenges they face and how they can 

overcome it. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Acts 15:6, “Now the apostles and elders came together to consider   

                                                      this matter.” 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Greek work translated ‘church’ is ecclesia; it means the “called out”. Church can then be 

defined as the gathering of believers, those whom God has called out from darkness into His 

marvelous light. 
 

Authority in the church can be seen as a person or body having administrative right to govern or 

control the affairs of the church. God set up authority both in the society and the church. These 

are leaders ordained by Him as His representatives. They have both responsibilities and powers 

over God’s heritage. May this study deepen our understanding on the proper ways to exercise 

God’s authority in the church. 
 

STUDY GUIDE: 

1. How would you define "Church" and explain "authority in the church"? Matt 16:18 & 18:19, 

20; Acts 11:22, 26; 15:6. 1 Cor.1:2; Eph. 1:22. 

2. Who constitute authority in the body of Christ and in various church denominations? Eph. 

4:11-13; Acts 15: 1-6.. 

3. Mention and discuss the functions of those personalities that constitute authority in the 

church, Eph. 4:12-13, Romans 12:5-11; Acts 15:1-6, 19-23; Ezek. 34:2-6. 

4. List some challenges people in authority face in our contemporary times and how they can be 

overcome. 2 Cor. 6:3-10; 11:28; 12:21; Psa. 28:7; 112:7; Heb. 12:2. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

Although the heart of leadership, according to the Scripture, is servant hood (Mark10:42-45), 

the Bible also teaches that legitimate leaders have authority, in the sense of a right to direct 

others. This authority comes from God and is delegated to leaders for the edification and 

growth of the church. 
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STUDY 39:  24TH SEPTEMBER, 2023 (TRINITY XVI) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  AUTHORITY 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  AUTHORITY IN THE CHURCH – 2 (Earning & Exercising) 
 

STUDY TEXT:  1 THESS. 5:11-15  
 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to, explain how people 

earn authority in the church, list the responsibilities of followers to authority, discuss how God 

wants us to relate with authority, mention some of the authority lapses in parishes and how to 

correct them. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Titus 3:1 “Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to 

be ready for every good work,” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The church is the household of faith in Christ. The authority of the church is ordained and 

provided by God. He gives this authority to men and women whom He considers fit. However, 

anyone who desires to be in the position of authority must be qualified for it. The qualification 

is not based on mere outward appearance but very much on godly character (1Tim. 3:1-4). 

Although personalities in authority have been saddled with great responsibility of leadership 

and edifying the church, the followers also have their responsibilities to authorities, as you will 

find in this study.  
 

We shall see in details the responsibilities of followers to authorities and how to maintain a 

cordial relationship. Authority in the church can be assigned or earned. A church leadership 

may delegate power by appointing or electing people into specific offices. However, some who 

are so appointed / elected may lose the power while others who are not appointed / elected earn 

it through charisma, outstanding character, commitment etc. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. What does it mean to earn authority? How can leaders earn authority in the church? 1Tim. 

3:1-13;  4:12; Luke 1:74, 75; 2:52; Acts 6:2-6; 18:24-26.  
 

2. List and discuss our responsibilities to authorities in the church. 1st Thess. 5:11-13, 25, 27; 

Exodus 17:8-13; 2 Kings 3:11b. 
 

3. How would God want us to relate with authority constituted by Him in the church? Titus 

3:1; Acts 23:5 
 

4. What are some evidence of authority lapses in your parish? (cf. Ezek. 34:1-10). How can 

they be handled? Prov. 22:29; Acts 18:25; Rom. 12:11; 1Thes. 5:25. 
 

CONCLUSION 

The church is one place authority should be earned, understood, utilized and respected well 

enough for the world to envy and learn from. No excuse is acceptable for failure and lapses, in 

view of divine enablement, grace, wisdom and resources made available to her. 
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STUDY 40:  1ST OCTOBER, 2023 (TRINITY XVI1) 
 

SUB THEME:  AUTHORITY 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  AUTHORITY IN THE HOME 
 

STUDY TEXT:   EPHESIANS 5:22-33   
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to tell what a home is, 

describe the authority in the home from both biblical and society's perspectives; discuss the 

expected roles and responsibilities of the husband, wife, society, God and the Bible in the home 

and state the responsibility that should accompany authority in the home. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Genesis 1:28, “Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be 

fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 

the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In a sense, a home is the physical place where a person, family, or household lives. This study 

however works on the main concept of home which is the approved marital relationship 

between a man and his female wife. The study examines the authority relationship in the home, 

between a husband and the wife. Children are not considered as part of the home. There are 

different marriage contexts in the world but we will focus on what the Bible presents where the 

man is the head of the woman. This is predicated on the Bible principle of the woman being 

created from the man, who was created first and ordained to be head over the woman. These 

and many others shall be found in this study as well as how they play out in real life situation 

today. We shall be open in our approach. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. In your opinion, what is a home and how would you describe the authority of husband and 

wife from: 

a. Biblical perspectives. -  Eph. 5:22-23; Gen. 3:16c 

b. Society's/cultural perspective 

c. Discuss any difference between the two perspectives.  

Which should you hold on to? Acts 5:29. 
 

2. Discuss the expected attributes, roles and responsibilities that promote authority in the home 

by: 

a. The wife -  Eph. 5:22-24, Titus 2:5, 1Peter 3:1 

b. The husband, Eph. 5:25-29, Col 3:19, 1Peter 3:7, 1Tim. 5:8 

c. The society, Gen. 2:24, 25; Matt. 19:6 

d. God, the Bible.  Col. 3:17-19, 23-25; Gen. 1:26, 28; 2:18-22. 
 

3. Should responsibility accompany authority in the home? If yes, list and discuss them, if no, 

state reasons. 1Tim. 5:8;  2Thes. 3:10. 
 

CONCLUSION 

The home is peaceful to the extent a couple recognizes God's authority and submits to it. This 

invariably assures the state of affairs between the couple as well as their use and regard for 

authority in the home. 
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STUDY 41:   8TH OCTOBER, 2023 (TRINITY XVI11) 
 

 

SUB THEME:     AUTHORITY 
 

STUDY TOPIC:       AUTHORITY IN THE FAMILY 
 

STUDY TEXT:         Eph. 6:1-9; Col. 3:18-25  
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to define the meaning of 

family, describe the authority in a family and outline things that promote respect, disrespect and 

battle the authority in the family, and to also mention things that promote a healthy family. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Eph. 5:23, “For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of 

the church; and He is the Savior of the body.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

There is no person that cannot be traced to a family; even mad and wicked people have 

relatives. Literally, a family is a group of people who are closely related by birth, marriage or 

adoption (house helps inclusive). It is often made up of father, mother, children (includes those 

adopted), relatives, etc. Aside blood relations, people who associate, work or believe in the 

same faith could also be seen as belonging to a family.  
 

Having learnt about authority in the Home in the previous study, our attention will be given to 

the place of lifestyles of the other members of the family not considered in the previous study. 

This study therefore, will examine their place in the authority structure of the family. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. a. In your own words, how would you define a family? 

b. How would you describe the authority structure in the family? 1 Cor. 11:3; Col. 3:18 

    24. What is its source? 2 Cor. 10:8; John 19:11. 
 

2. From Eph. 5:23 and 1Cor 11:3, who is the rallying, point in the family? Discuss the 

    implications. Gen 18:19, Ezek. 3:17; 1 Tim. 5:8. 
 

3. Outline some things that can promote respect, disrespect and battle the authority in the   

    family? 1John 3:16-18, Eph. 4:25; Rom. 12:10; Gal. 5:13. 

4. Mention the things or practices that could help avert conflicts in the family especially,  

    against such divinely constituted authority and promote a healthy family? 1Sam 23:14-   

    18; Luke 6:31; Phil.2:5.   
 

CONCLUSION 

Authority in the family is bound to grow weak when members of the family promote unhealthy 

character, attitude and practices. As Christians and members of one family, we should endeavor 

to promote and manifest love for one another and do away with anything or practices that will 

grow and fertilize hatred, envy, anger, greed and revenge. Note that products of unhealthy 

family practices manifest as insecurity and other social vices in our society today. We must 

guard our families cautiously via our authorities. 
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STUDY 42:  15TH OCTOBER, 2023 (TRINITY X1X) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  AUTHORITY 
 
 

STUDY TOPIC: AUTHORITY IN THE MARKET PLACE 
 

STUDY TEXT:  GENESIS 41:41-57; ACTS 19:33-41    
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of the study, participants should be able to tell what a Market place 

means, why we need authority in such a place, mention different components of the market 

place, describe how their authorities function and express how Christians can use such places to 

further the course of Christ and His kingdom. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your father which is in heaven” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Market place covers where buying and selling take place, and where we work or do any kind of 

legitimate business in order to earn a living. No matter how small, every market place demands 

a statutory authority structure. This is important for order, progress, peace and development. In 

addition, it is required to avoid anarchy, confusion and chaos.  When there is no leadership, 

everybody is likely to do what pleases them. From our text, we see that Joseph was able to 

control the years of abundance and famine in Egypt (his market place) as a result of the 

authority from Pharaoh and the grace of God on him. This study is very needful as we are all in 

different market places in the society. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. In your opinion, what or where is a Market place and why do we need authority in such 

places? Acts 19:33-41; 1Cor 14:40; Gen. 41:41-57. 
 

2. Mention the different constituents or various components of the market place and the 

authority therein? Acts 16:14; 19:33-41; Gen. 34:10; 41:41-57; 46:32. 
 
 

3. Read Acts 16:16-24 and describe how some authorities in the market place function vis-

à-vis how are they expected to function? Prov. 29:2; Exod. 1:15-20. 
 

4. How may we use the market place authority to further the course of Christ and His 

Kingdom? Neh. 2:1-9; Luke 23:50-53; Matt. 5:16; Eccl. 9:10; Est. 4:16. 
 

CONCLUSION:  

Authority keeps and furthers the purposes and even divine intentions for the market place. 

Committed Christians who can discern the situation and dynamics can bring great honor and 

glory to God there. Use your authority in your market place positively, to the glory of God. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



51 
 

STUDY 43:   22ND OCTOBER, 2023 (TRINITY XX) 
 

SUB THEME:  AUTHORITY 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  AUTHORITY IN COMMUNITIES 
 

STUDY TEXT:    ROMANS 13:1-7  
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to: Explain authority in 

community, discuss the fourfold subjection to authority and explain God’s expectation from our 

families as regards authority.  
 

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Peter 2:13-15 “submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority 

instituted among men whether to the Kings, as the supreme authority or to governors who are sent by 

him to punish those who do wrong and commend those who do right. 
 

INTRODUCTION  

We are under men’s authority as well as having men under our authority. Even the lord Jesus on earth 

was subject not only to God but also to others’ authority. Authority is everywhere. There is authority in 

the school, authority in the home and authority in the community, which forms the basis of our study 

today. 

A good example of authority in community is the monarchy. In this form of domination, subordinates 

accept the type of authority. They refrain from challenging the traditional right of individuals. 

The policeman on the street, though perhaps less learned than us, is set up by God as our authority. The 

community chief with little or no understanding of the civilized world and with no progressive 

ideology was set up by God as our authority. It is imperative for us to know the authorities above us in 

our communities and be in subjection to them.   
 

STUDY GUIDE  

1.Explain "Authority in community" and what may make it differ in different communities. Rom. 13:1-

4. 

b. Describe and discuss authority structures in local communities relative to their wider societies (e.g. 

within the community to LGA, to State etc.) and how these affect their growth and development. 

Exodus 18:17-23; 2 Sam. 8:14-18. 
 

2. With the aid of Romans 13:5-8, discuss the fourfold subjection to authorities in your 

community/polity:   

 (i) Taxes to whom taxes are due.  

 (ii) Revenue to whom revenue is due  

 (iii) Respect to whom respect is due 

 (iv) Honor to whom honor is due 

1. Family, as the smallest unit of the society, is not left without authority. What are God’s 

expectations from our families as regards authority? Eph. 5:22-24;  6:1-3, Col.3:18, 20, 22. 

2. How should we relate with authorities in the polity as Christians? Rom. 13:1-5. Why? Rom. 13:1; 

Eccl. 8:2. 
 

CONCLUSION 

As Christians, we are to be in subjection to the established authorities in our communities not only to 

avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. We should not carelessly criticize or denounce 

local authorities in our communities. In any event, insubordination to authority is mutiny against God. 

If a delegated authority errs, God will judge them; let us do our part and allow the rest for God. 
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STUDY 44:  29TH OCTOBER, 2023 (TRINITY XX1) 
 

SUB THEME:     AUTHORITY  
 

STUDY TOPIC: AUTHORITY OF THE BELIEVER  
 

STUDY TEXT:  MATT. 28:18-20, JOHN 14:12-14 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to explain the believer’s 

authority, its source and discuss how a believer can lose his authority. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Mark 16:17 “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my 

name they will drive out demons, they will speak in new tongues; They will pick up snake with 

their hands, and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their 

hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The authority of the believer rests on the believer's mandate to serve the Lord. When we are in 

God’s will, we can move in confidence that we are doing what is right and that the Holy Spirit’s 

power is at work within and through us. 

Kingdoms are authority matters. How well people fare in kingdoms or territories depends 

largely on the authority they have or conferred on them. A kingdom rises against and above 

another depending on authority. The believer is in the world but is not of the world. He thus 

must have greater authority from God to exercise in the world. That's how we can please God 

and bring the world under Him. When believers fail to demonstrate God's authority here on 

earth as His worthy ambassadors, we displease Him. Build your authority and use it to God's 

glory.  
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. In your own understanding, what is the believer’s authority? 

2. What is the source of the believer's authority and how are we to sustain it? John 1:12; Rom. 

8:15; Luke 10:19; Acts 1:8; Mark 3:14a. 

3. Beside the authority to preach the gospel, make and baptize disciples, as in the text above 

(Matt. 28:18-20), discuss other forms of the believer's authority: John 14:12-14; Heb. 4:16, 

Matt 10:1; Matt. 7:29; 8:9; 21:23. 

  4. Discuss from the scripture how a believer can lose his authority 1 Kings 12:1-16, Numb. 

20:23-28; Matt 7:19.  
 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus did not leave behind a powerless church when He ascended to heaven. To the contrary, 

He imparts divine authority to those who follow Him, along with the Holy Spirit's power to 

accomplish great things for Him on earth. Those who are sent forth to minister to the world are 

Jesus' disciples (believers). We are equally endowed with such privilege to accomplish great 

things for Him. The more we know this, the higher we will go.      
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STUDY 45:   5TH NOVEMBER 2023 (TRINITY XX11) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  AUTHORITY 
 

STUDY TOPIC: AUTHORITY OF A GODLY WIFE 
 

STUDY TEXT:  PROVERBS 31:10-31 
  

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to tell who is a godly wife, 

account for her foundation, characteristics, authority and discuss her authority dimensions over 

her ungodly husband, children, household and environment. Mention their challenges and the 

wrong exercise of power by some women. 
 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Proverbs 31:10 “Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far 

above rubies.” 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Authority could mean the right or power to enforce rules or give orders; it could also mean 

somebody or something with official power while to be godly means to be f it for or having 

divine qualities of God.  
 

A wife that truly has the qualities of God (love, faithfulness, humility, power, dependability) 

has the opportunity and power to influence and rule her environment. Her virtues and adherence 

to God's designs in her marriage and family life can proclaim the glory of the gospel. From 1 

Sam.25:1-31, we see that  Abigail was able to save her husband Nabal from the fury of King 

David as a result of her authority exercised through her godly dispositions, character and 

wisdom. Her approach to her husband’s folly is commendable. In our society and churches 

today, many women are godly but unaware of their authority. This study will help Christian 

women to discover their authority as truly godly wives.  
 

STUDY GUIDE 

2. a.    In your opinion, who is a godly wife?  

b. How will you define "the authority of a Godly wife"?  

c. What is her foundation and how does she develop her authority? Prov. 14:34; John 

1:12; 1Peter 5:5, 6 
 

3. Point out and discuss the characteristics of a godly wife from these passages. Prov. 

31:10-21, 1Peter 3:1-6. How may we develop these traits? Col. 3:1-9; Rom. 6:3-7. 
 

4. a. Discuss briefly the following dimensions of authority of a godly wife: 

i. Over her ungodly husband – 1Cor. 7:13, 14; 1Peter 3:1 

ii. Over her children and household – Prov. 31:15-28 

iii. In her Church and environment - Prov. 31:20, 23, 25-27 
 

          b. What are some of the challenges godly wives face?  

          c. Mention some negative influence (authority) that some women exercise today? 1Sam 

1:2, 7; 1Kings 21:5, 6, 15 
 

CONCLUSION 

May God help Christian women to become godly wives that build their homes in wisdom and 

the fear of God through steadfastness and commitment to godliness, and to channel their 

authority to help improve the church and society. 
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STUDY 46:    12TH NOVEMBER 2023 (TRINITY XX111) 
 

SUB-THEME:       AUTHORITY  
 

STUDY TOPIC:   AUTHORITY IN THE POLITY (COUNTRY)  
 

STUDY TEXT:      DANIEL 3:1-25 
   

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to define the authority of a 

country, mention various authorities we have in this country, account for the attitudes and 

responsibilities of Christians in a country like Nigeria with divergent policies. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Proverbs 29:2 “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: 

but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn” 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In the previous study, authority was seen to mean, the right or power to enforce rules or give 

orders. A Country is a Nation or State that is politically independent and remains separate in 

some respect, and governed by a President, like in Nigeria. Every independent country has 

rules, laws and policies governing them; not all of them are favorable to all its 

citizens/inhabitants, especially Christians in the country. In a democratic country, there are 

arms of government like the judiciary, legislature and the executive; the latter two make laws 

and monitor their implementations respectively. From our text, we see the exercise of power by 

the government of that country; we also see the effective and consistent display of faith in God 

by the captives even though they were in a foreign country. This study is coming at a time 

believers are facing policies and laws that adversely affect their faith. Please participate 

actively. 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. a. Every independent country has authority. How would you define the authority of a 

country? 
 

2. List and discuss the various authorities or policy making/implementation structures in 

this country? (Cf. Dan. 3:2) 
 

3. In your opinion, what should Christians do when they face ungodly authorities especially 

when the authorities are determined to victimize them or their faith? Acts 4:19, 20; 5:29; 

Dan. 3:16-18 
 

4. Read the following passages, Acts 5:29, 1Peter 2:13 and Romans 13:1. To what extent 

should Christians apply Acts 5:29? Or should we submit and believe that all authorities 

are ordained by God? (1Peter 2:13, Rom. 13:1) 
 

a. [ 

5. Discuss the responsibilities and expected actions of a Christian in a country like Nigeria 

that has some anti-Christian policies? (Cf. Matt. 22:15-22, 1Cor. 14:40, 1Peter 2:13-15,) 

 

CONCLUSION 

A lot has been taught and learnt about authority in a country; believers must understand that 

every power and authority on earth is subject to the rule of God (Psalm 24:1). We can 

overcome and dictate the pace of every authority through prayers and the power of the Holy 

Spirit; this is our inheritance as children of God. Remain blessed. 
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STUDY 47:   19TH NOVEMBER 2023 (2ND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT) 
 

 

SUB THEME:  ADULT HARVESTS 
 

TOPIC:    SOWING FOR GENERATIONAL BLESSINGS AND IMPACT 
 

TEXT:   GEN 22: 15-18 
 

 

OBJECTIVE: To make participants appreciate the biblical principle concerning sowing for 

generational blessings, and to understand the various ways of sowing for generational blessings 

and impact. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: 2Kings 10: 30 “And the LORD said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done 

well in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab 

according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the 

throne of Israel”. 
 

 

INTRODUCTION: A generational blessing is one which flows from one generation to the 

next. It is the best blessing a man can receive from God. They are ways God shows His 

goodness to our unborn generations if we are in covenant with Him by doing the things that 

please Him. Coming from God, these blessings flow from the parents down the family tree. 

They never fail because God honours His word. They require sowing a good seed in order to 

receive them. A seed is like an investment we make with our God, and signifies one’s actions in 

obedience to God’s word, or pleasing God in different ways. 

In this study, we shall examine the biblical principle of sowing and reaping, and the benefits 

that may accrue therefrom. 
 

STUDY GUIDE: 

1. What can we sow? What are the biblical assurances of sowing and reaping? Heb. 6: 10; 

Gal 6: 7; 2Cor 9:6. 

2. Discuss issues concerning generational blessings in the following texts: Gal 3: 13-14; 

Psa. 112: 1-3; Gen 22: 15-18; Acts 3: 25. 

3. What are the benefits of sowing into the Lord? Prov. 11: 24-25; 2Cor 9: 7-8; Mal 3: 10; 

Phil. 4: 15-19. 

4. What is the place of quality and quantity in determining our harvest? 2 Kings 10:30; 2 

Cor. 9:6-9. 

                b. What attribute, trait, or action of Christians about harvest and giving generally     

           will prompt transgenerational divine blessings/rewards? Luke 6:38; 1 Kings 6:9-  

           14.. Gen. 8:20-22, 1 Chron. 29:8-16 
 

CONCLUSION 

The biblical principle of sowing and reaping is fair, whether we believe it or not, and applies to 

all areas of our lives - - to our families, jobs, relationships, or most importantly, our obedience 

to our creator. The blessings of Abraham (for offering his only child) are the greatest examples 

of generational blessings, and have passed from him to his children, his children’s children, and 

ultimately to all believers in Christ. The complete and final fulfilment of these blessings is yet 

to occur but is available in Christ Jesus. These blessings do not include only the gift of good 

things, but also the removal of curses. Believers are encouraged to sow good things in God’s 

vineyard with the hope of obtaining eternal rewards. 
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STUDY 48:    26TH NOVEMBER 2023 (SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT) 
 
 

SUB THEME SIX:    CHALLENGES TO KINGDOM LIFESTYLE 
 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  SIN: ORIGIN AND EFFECTS. 
 

STUDY TEXT:  GEN 3:1-16 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to, explain what constitute 

sin, identify the entry point of sin in human existence, and examine the consequences of sin to 

the individual, church and society. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Isaiah 59:2 ‘But there is a problem—your sins have cut you off from 

God. Because of your sin, he has turned away and will not listen anymore’ (NLT) 
 
 

INTRODUCTION  

Sin is a compound word that houses many others. Both in the Old and New Testaments, various 

Hebrew and Greek words were used to describe sin. For example, the Greek word 

‘PARAPTOMA’ means “a fall”, which indicates disruption of the right relationship with God. 

This applies perfectly to Adam’s reaction immediately after the fall, as in our text. The 

excitement of fellowship with God was replaced by shame, hence he hid himself. 

The Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary defines sin as action by which human beings rebel 

against God, miss His purpose for their life, and surrender to the power of evil rather than God. 

It is my prayer that active participation in this study will help us to be conscious of sin in our 

lives as Christians. 
 

STUDY GUIDE: 

1. What do you understand by sin? Rom. 14:23; James 4:17; 1 John 3:4; 5:17. Make a list 

of other words from the Bible that indicate or mean the same as sin. 
 

2. a. From our text, what was the initial sin of man?  

c. Mention some other sins that people (even some Christians) indulge in today, Acts 5:1-5; 

12:20-23; Josh 7:19-21; 2 Sam 11:2- 4. 

d. Why must we be freed from all sins? Rom. 6:23; 14:12; Ezek. 18:4. 
 

3. What are some consequences of sin to an individual, church and the society?  Gen 3:15-

19; 19:6, 15, 28. 
 

c. How can we overcome sin? Ps 119:11; Mk 14:38; 1 John 1:9; Prov. 28:13; Rev.     

3:20. 
 
[ 

 

CONCLUSION 

Sin is universal, and its consequences apply to all irrespective of gender or age. God hates sin 

but loves the sinner and desires sincere repentance from sinners. 

As Christians, we should endeavor not to disconnect from God our source as a result of sin. Let 

us search our hearts and come before Him with genuine repentance for He is faithful.  
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STUDY 49:    3RD DECEMBER 2023 (ADVENT SUNDAY) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  CHALLENGES TO KINGDOM LIFE 
 

STUDY TOPIC:  THE FALLEN HUMAN NATURE AND ITS SALVATION  
 

STUDY TEXT:  EPH 2:1-12; Matt. 1:18-21. 
 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to tell; what human nature 

is, how fallen human nature manifests, and ways to subdue and overcome the sinful human 

nature. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Psalm 51:5 “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother 

conceived me” (NIV) 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

At creation, man was made in God’s image and likeness, but the fall of man (in Genesis chapter 

three) corrupted the nature and image of God in man, leaving him in a fallen state with a sinful 

“Human Nature”. This nature came through one man, Adam (Rom 5:12), and the entire 

humanity has continued to toe this path. Thank God for sending Jesus Christ, whose death 

provided for a reversal (Merry Christmas!). The Psalmist asserts that he was conceived in sin 

(Ps 51:5) like all men. The sinful human nature consists of those tendencies and manifestations 

in mankind that gratifies man’s whims and caprices without recourse to the will and purposes of 

God his maker. The nature is inert in man and naturally unfolds without effort or struggles. 

This study will provoke us to guard against the works of the flesh which oppose God’s will for 

mankind. 
 

STUDY GUIDE: 

1. From the text (Eph. 2:1-12), discuss what the human nature is and man's sinfulness  

          under the following headings: 

 i Dead in sin (verse 1) 

 ii Walk according to the way of the world (verse 2) 

 iii Children of disobedience (verse 2) 

 iv Gratification of sinful craving (verse 3) 

 v A foreigner without hope (verse 12) 

 vi Without God but an enemy of God (verse 12) 
 

2. Mention and discuss attitudes in humans that can be classified as natural or        

carnal. Gal 5:19-22 (e.g. Acts 6:1; 8:18, 19; 12:21, 22; Gen 27:1-10). 

3. What are the effects or consequences of man's sinfulness and evil nature? Rom. 6:23;     

Isa. 59:2; Psalm 66:18; Prov. 15:8, 9. 
 

4. How can mankind be delivered from these sinful human tendencies? 2 Cor. 5:17; Rom 

7:22-25; 1 Tim 6:6,11,12; Col 3:5-11; Joel 2:32.  

b. What is the place of Christmas? Matt. 1:18-21. 

CONCLUSION: 

The natural man and its manifestations are opposed to the will of God for man. To follow after 

it is an express way to eternal damnation. Thank God for Jesus Christ who came and redeemed 

us from the sinful nature. Let us therefore strive to live the new life in Christ where the fruit of 

the Holy Spirit are made manifest. 
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STUDY 50:   10TH DECEMBER 2023 (ADVENT 11) 
 
 

SUB THEME:  CHALLENGES TO KINGDOM LIFE 

STUDY TOPIC:  THE WORLD AND ITS SYSTEM.  

STUDY TEXT:  1 JOHN 2:15-17 

OBJECTIVES: At the end of this study, participants should be able to, tell what the world 

system denotes, distinguish the world system from God’s standards, and tell the need for every 

Christian to abhor the world system. 
 

MEMORY VERSE:  James 4:4 “Adulterers and Adulteresses! Do you not know that 

friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 

world makes himself an enemy of God” (NKJV) 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

The concept of “world system” adopted in this study is premised on the fact that Satan is the 

ruler of this world (John 17:15; Eph. 2:2). Jesus stated that His kingdom is not of this world (Jn. 

18:36), that since the world hates Him, they would also hate His disciples (John 15:18, 19); that 

the peace He gives, the world cannot give (John. 14:27). Hence, Christians face multiple battles 

on a daily basis; the chief strategy of the devil to distract believers is through the “world 

system”. The world system is all encompassing; it includes but not limited to: values, views, 

worth, approach, manner, attitude and so on by which the operators (the world) adopt to 

achieve their purpose and will. Christians should note that loving the world and loving God are 

mutually exclusive. 

It is my wish that active participation in this study will help us stand aloof of the corruption of 

the world which is a bane to eternity with Christ. 
 

STUDY GUIDE: 

1. Explain your understanding of the “world system.” 

2. Discuss the “world system” under the headings given below; using the attached texts, to 

show what is God’s expectation in each. 

 i Leadership (Luke 22:24-26 vs. Jn. 13:12-15) 

 ii Teaching ministry (Matt. 15:7-9 vs. 1 Jn. 1:1-4) 

 iii Business (Prov. 18:9 & 19:24 vs. Prov. 22:29) 

 iv Assignment given (Col. 3:22 vs. Col 3:23,24) 

 v Obedience/loyalty (Neh. 9:26 vs. Eph. 6:5-7) 
 

3. What do you understand as "friendship with the world"? James 4:4a. What makes certain 

Christians to be friends of the world? 1 John 2:15-17. What are the implications of this? 

James 4:4b. 

4. Highlight the need for all believers to abhor the world system and align to God’s kingdom 

principles, James 4:4; Rom 6:16; 14:12; Jer. 17:10. 
 

CONCLUSION 

Christians are in the world but are not of the world. To operate God’s kingdom principles and 

system while still in the world is a task that all serious-minded believers in Christ must face 

with all concentration and resources available (Eph. 6:10ff). God in Christ has given us all that 

are required for victory, therefore let us put to use all the arsenal of battle, for victory is sure. 
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STUDY 51:   17TH DECEMBER 2023 (ADVENT 111) 
 

SUB THEME: CHALLENGES TO KINGDOM LIFE 

TOPIC:  THE PLACE AND POWER OF THE PULPIT. 

TEXT:   I COR. 1:17-25 
 

OBJECTIVES:  By the end of this study participants should be able to: 

1. Explain the word “Pulpit" and what it stands for, 

2. Appreciate the essence and role of the pulpit, 

3. Realize how to use the Pulpit to establish God's Kingdom, 

4. State how we can overcome some pulpit challenges. 

MEMORY VERSE:  1Tim. 4:16 “Take heed to yourself and the doctrine. Continue in them 

for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you” 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

Ordinarily, the pulpit is a raised, enclosed platform in a church or chapel from which the 

preacher delivers a sermon. The "pulpit" symbolises the proclamation of the word of God as the 

central focus of regular worship. 

In our text, Paul stressed solid content and practical help for his listeners because he wanted 

them to be impacted by his message and not just his style or gymnastics.  Some preachers use 

impressive words on pulpit but are weak in content.  Living a sinful life and interpreting the 

word of God with mere human wisdom makes the pulpit spiritually weak. 

The pulpit is not intended to be a showcase platform for a preacher to display his plumage but 

as the place from which the preacher gives Christ-centered, biblical and life impacting 

instructions, received fresh from God's throne. 
 

STUDY GUIDE: 

1a. In your own understanding, explain the word “Pulpit". Cf. Neh. 8: 4-6. 

  b. Pulpit signifies the preaching of God's word. There is formal and informal pulpit. State 

what we are we commanded in 2 Tim. 4:2; and give examples of the two main types. Acts 8: 

29-35; Neh. 8: 4, 5, 8, 9 
 

1c. What is the essence/role of the pulpit in the church. (Matt.5:1-2). Salvation, revival, 

edification etc. 1 Cor. 1:21-24 
 

2. Why and how can a preacher ensure that he uses the pulpit to achieve its divine purposes? 1 

Cor. 1: 17-25; 1 Tim. 4:16; Neh. 8:5-9, 12 
 

3. The integrity of the preacher helps the hearers to easily believe and obey the word of God 

(Acts 20:28-29). Discuss. 

4. Why must the pulpit focus on the Kingdom of God and Beatitudes? Matt. 6:33; 5:8, 20; Heb. 

12:14 

5. How can we overcome pulpit challenges? 1 Tim. 4:16; 2Tim. 2:15; Acts 20:28; James 1:22. 
 

CONCLUSION 

Many preachers are more eager to please the congregation by avoiding to preach the message of 

the Cross of Jesus and the attribute of God’s justice and judgment.  Preachers are, more 

importantly, to live by example as to make their preaching effective in the lives of their hearers. 
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STUDY 52:   24TH DECEMBER 2023 (ADVENT 1V) 
 

TOPIC:   NO ROOM FOR JESUS!? 
 

TEXT:   LUKE 2:1-7 
 

OBJECTIVE: By the end of this study, participants should be able to: 

1. Explain the possible reasons why there was no room for Jesus to be born 

2. Discuss the reasons why many people find it difficult to make room for Jesus 

3. State the benefits of making room for Jesus in our lives. 
 

MEMORY VERSE: Rev. 3:20 ‘’Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with me’’. 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

The greatest event in the history of mankind was the coming of Jesus Christ into the world for 

His redemptive mission. Christmas is more than just fancy wrappings and bright lights. If we 

are truly honest with ourselves and God, we must know that our hearts are empty stalls that 

have to be filled with Jesus our Saviour. 

When the Messiah, the nation of Israel was longing for arrived on Christmas day, they had no 

room for Him. As the Jews returned to their place of birth for census, Joseph and Mary were 

looking for a place for the Saviour to be born, but there was no room for them. Like the 

innkeeper, we often find that there is no room left for Jesus, but each of us should commit a 

new this Christmas to make room for Jesus. There was no room for Jesus when He was born, 

but the question today being Christmas is that is there room for Jesus in our lives even as we 

celebrate Him. 
 

 

STUDY GUIDE 

1. In your own understanding, why do you think that there was no room for Jesus to be born 

(Luke 2:1-3, 7). 
 

2. What are the possible reasons why many people still found it difficult to make room for Jesus 

in their lives today Hosea 4:6, James 1:6; Isaiah 59:2, 2Cor. 4:4 
 

3. We are to make room for Jesus in our lives. With the aid of the scriptures below, discuss the 

possible steps to make room for him. John 1:12; Rev. 3:20 Acts 2:38; John 3:3. 
 

4. State the benefits of making room for Jesus in our lives 1 John 5:12; John 11:25-26; Psalm 

103:4-5; Rom. 5:1; 1Peter 5:7, 2Cor. 5:17.     
 

CONCLUSION: Our nation has become so secularized and so materialistic that there doesn’t 

seem to be room for Jesus in many lives today. Have you made room for Jesus in your heart? 

Jesus Christ should be the focal point of our Christmas celebration tomorrow. 


